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GET YOUR PAPER AT THE 
FOLLOWING LOCATIONS:

Camp Verde
Bashas

Shell Trading Post

rimrock
Candy’s Creekside Cottage

Robbie’s R Coffee & Breakfast

Munds Park
Agee’s BBQ Market

Chevron
Coldwell Banker Realty

Kota’s Coffee House
Munds Park RV Resort
Pinewood Country Club

Pinewood Bar & Grill
Pinewood Powered by Re/Max

Shell Gas Station
The Outpost

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR & STORY TIPS!
The Pinewood News is always interested in feedback and/or story tips 

from our readers and welcome comments on any subject or article published.
The Pinewood News will attempt to publish letters received, except for those 

that are an invasion of privacy or libelous. Letters must be signed and include an 
address and phone number. Letters may be edited for space and clarity.

Letters: PO Box 18977, Munds Park, AZ 86017 
email: Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com

Advertise with us!
To advertise or inquire about contributing an article or special event, 

please call 928.286.9827 or email Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com.

The Pinewood News
Genna & Sandee Caviness, Editors & Publishers
928.286.9827 • Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com
OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Friday, 9 am - 4 pm

18 W Pinewood Blvd, Munds Park, AZ 86017
PO Box 18977, Munds Park, AZ 86017

www.ThePinewoodNews.com



928-286-9171 • cbnorthland.com 

Becky McBride
Associate Broker/Owner

928.606.1385
Becky@� agsta� realestate.com

Regina Bailey
Associate Broker

928.699.7069
Regina.Bailey@ProvidentAZ.com

Deavin Sedillo
REALTOR®

928.679.5505
sedillo.d.r@gmail.com 

Holly Zamora
REALTOR®

928.853.7176
holly@jbreandco.com

Sonia Draper 
REALTOR®

928.699.8621
Sonia@Draper-Realtor.com

928-286-9171 • cbnorthland.com 

$1,249,500
17810 S HIGHLAND PLACE

Custom-built log home on Highland Place with 
mountain views, gourmet kitchen, two decks, 
oak � oors, stone � replace, and unique lighting. 
Most furnishings convey.

$425,000
17295 S ZIA PLACE

Remodeled, metal roof, paver driveway, and 2 
sheds. Split � oor plan: primary bedroom suite, 
new kitchen, family room, laundry, and 2 beds. 
New bathrooms, � ooring, windows, & paint.

$299,500
125 E OAK DR

Updated home with new � ooring, granite 
countertops, wood-burning stove, vaulted 
ceiling, split bedrooms, covered deck, storage 
shed, carport, and more..

$400,000
95 E FOXBORO ROAD, 11

In serene Coconino National Forest, this 
1.73-acre lot in Foxboro Ranch Estates o� ers a 
blend of tranquility and luxury with exclusive 
clubhouse access and all utilities ready.

$375,000
259 E FOXBORO ROAD, 7

Nestled in Coconino National Forest, this 2.24-
acre lot in Foxboro Ranch Estates o� ers luxury 
with no build time, exclusive clubhouse access, 
and proximity to Sedona.

$350,000
307 E Foxboro Road, 4

Experience luxury at Foxboro Ranch Estates! 1.99 
acre lot in Northern AZ with access to catch-and-
release lakes, trails, and a log clubhouse near 
Schnebly Hill and Pinewood Golf Course..

$349,900
18005 S DIXIE LANE, 48

Magni� cent 1.8-acre lot in Foxboro Ranch 
Estates blends luxury with nature, o� ering 
access to private lakes, a clubhouse, and trails. 
Near Flagsta�  and Sedona, utilities ready. 

$695,000
635 E OAK DR

2017 Cavco home with 2,234 sq ft, 4 bedrooms, 
2.5 baths, and 4-car garage. Situated on 2 lots, a 
redwood deck, and a natural stream, this move-
in ready home o� ers privacy and outdoor space.

$445,500
17305 BIG SKY DR

Turn-key 3-bed, 2-bath manufactured home in 
Munds Park. Fenced yard, carport, pellet stove, 
A/C, shed, apple trees, perennial � owers, and 

� agstone patio. All appliances included.

$569,000
260 SANDIA CIR

Enchanting cabin nestled among pines, fully 
furnished with new TV, light � xtures, Trex deck, 
Ring cameras, and WiFi locks. Enjoy al fresco 
dining under the stars. A cozy, modern retreat.

 $391,900
17220 MESCALERO DR

Updated 2-bedroom, 2-bath home, fully 
furnished with modern appliances, jacuzzi, 
RV parking, UTV storage, deck, and automatic 
drip system.

733,500
1120 E LAKE MEADOW CIR

Nestled among ponderosa pines, this renovated 
home o� ers a � replace, forest views, and access 
to Pinewood Country Club and O’Dell Lake. Ideal 
for outdoor enthusiasts.
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AA MEETINGS - FEEL BETTER!
Munds Park Community Church

Every Monday, 6 pm
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

MUNDS PARK COMMUNITY 
CHURCH SERVICES
Services Sunday, 10:45 am 
17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

PINEWOOD FIRE 
DEPARTMENT AUXILIARY 

MEETING
The Community is Welcome! 

Tuesday, November 12
6:30 pm • 475 E Pinewood Blvd

PINEWOOD FIRE DISTRICT 
BOARD MEETING

Public Welcome 
Tuesday, November 19

3 pm • 475 E Pinewood Blvd

PINEWOOD SANITARY 
DISTRICT BOARD MEETING

Public Welcome 
Thursday, November 8

3 pm • 18075 Fairway Dr

MUNDS PARK TOWN HALL
All residents are encouraged to attend. 

Stay informed about what’s happening in 
our community—your presence  
and participationare essential!

Next Meeting May 15, 2025 
Pinewood Country Club

THE GOOD LIFE, COMMUNITY & MOUNTAIN LIVING SINCE ‘93

Name:          

Address:         

City:      State:    Zip:    

Phone:          

www.thepinewoodnews.coM

NOW AVAILABLE
WINTER-ONLY SUBSCRIPTIONS 

Get Pinewood News Delivered to Your Door This Winter!

8 issues
MAILED TO YOUR HOME beginning  

October through the end of April! 

$2400

Mail Check by October 4, to ensure you get all 8 issues!

Pinewood News • PO Box 18977 • Munds Park, AZ 86017

Prefer a digital copy? Sign up to receive  
Pinewood News in your inbox! Just scan the  

QR code and subscribe today!

WHY THE PINEWOOD NEWS BACKS  
TAMMY ONTIVEROS FOR DISTRICT 3 SUPERVISOR

We try to keep politics at arm’s length—just as our readers prefer. But let’s be real: local politics 
is where things actually get done. And yet, it’s often overshadowed by the national stage. For 
unincorporated areas like Munds Park, local government is the backbone of our community. Our 
voice in all this? The District 3 Supervisor.
Now, we have two candidates to consider: Adam Hess and Tammy Ontiveros. Here’s the rub—
Adam Hess has fallen short in some critical ways. Despite promising to clear up concerns about 
the Floodplain Maps, he hasn’t followed through with community members, leaving concerns 
unanswered. And those town halls he promised to attend… a no show. 
Let’s be clear: A candidate who doesn’t communicate with the people they serve or keep their 
promises—an elementary job responsibility for us all—isn’t worthy of our vote.
Tammy Ontiveros, however, is different. She’s taking the time to show up, listen, and learn who 
we are and what we need. Whether it’s attending town halls or engaging in lengthy conversations 
with the community, she’s doing the groundwork to understand Munds Park. And that’s the kind 
of commitment we need.
That’s why Pinewood News is officially endorsing Tammy Ontiveros for District 3 Supervisor. 
She’s learning, she’s listening, and with her background, we believe she’s well-equipped to serve 
Coconino County and Munds Park. We hope you’ll join us in supporting her.

WWW.VOTETAMMYO.COM

COUNTY

Paid for by Tammy Ontiveros District 3 Supervisor

OTE
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Get Fresh Produce! 
Every Saturday through October!

THINGS TO DO

OCTOBER 14 - 17
PUMPKIN FEST & 
CORN MAZE
The Festival That Made Us Famous! 
Join us this fall for Pumpkin Fest & Corn Maze – the 
grandest, most exciting, and incredibly fun event 
of the entire year. The Mortimer Farms Pumpkin 
Fest & Corn Maze is a celebration for all ages, 
offering a delightful array of activities that promise 
unforgettable memories.

Mortimer Farms

12907 E St Rt 169, Dewey, AZ 86327

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 26
BRING THE KIDS AND 
ENJOY A SPOOKTACULAR 
TRUNK OR TREAT!
The Pinewood Fire Department Auxiliary invites you 
and your little ghosts and goblins to join us for a fun-
filled Halloween Trunk or Treat! This is your chance to 
enjoy a safe, family-friendly event with candy, games, 
crafts, and more.

When: Saturday, October 26th, 1 – 3 p.m.

Where: Pinewood Country Club

Dress up, bring the kids, and celebrate the Halloween 
spirit with neighbors and friends. We’ve got the treats, 
games, and spooky surprises ready—now we just 
need you! It’s sure to be a fang-tastic time for the 
whole family.

Let’s make this Halloween one to remember!

Event may be postponed or canceled due to 
inclement weather.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
WITCHES RIDE OF 
MUNDS PARK
It’s time to dust off those brooms 
witches and participate in the First Annual Witches 
Ride of Munds Park!

When: Saturday, October 12, 2024 -Meet at the Club 
parking lot at 3 pm to check in and line up your Cart or 
Razor. We ride from 4 to 5 pm.

Why: To benefit a chosen charity- Northland Family 
Center in Flagstaff -www.northlandfamily.org.

Get Creative: Dress in your witch garb and decorate 
your cart/razor

The Ride: We will all follow the pre-designed  
route starting at 4 pm.

Happy Hour: Following the Ride -join us for Happy 
Hour at the Club (nonclub members will be our club 
guests for the Happy Hour and may pay for their 
drinks with cash or credit card. We will dance a little 
and do the Witches Dance, which you can learn by 
watching the YouTube demo Video: https://youtu.be/
wpQIyOMKyCA?si=ISL9evTlRdwworoM    5 basic steps.

How to participate: It is simple, log onto:  www.
Northlandfamily.org look for the purple bar, select 

“Donate” then donate at least $20 and it will register 
you for the ride. Each participant must register. We 
have generous donors who have offered to match 
your donation of $125.00 or more! 

NOT Affiliated With Witchcraft! It’s all about Charity 
and Fun.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7
SANTA IS COMING!
Get ready for some holiday cheer! Santa and  
Mrs. Claus will be making their grand arrival at the 
Pinewood Fire Dept. on December 7, 2024, at 9:45 AM 
and staying until noon.

Snap a picture with Santa and his reindeer, and receive 
a stocking full of holiday goodies! 

Don’t miss out—sign up today!  
Contact: Linda Burnett: Phone or text 619-954-6901

It’s the perfect way to kick off the season!

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 12
JOIN THE MUTS 
ANNUAL FOREST 
CLEAN-UP!
Mark your calendars for October 12th and help us 
make a big impact in keeping our forest beautiful at 
the Munds Park Trail Stewards (MUTS) Annual Forest 
Road Trash Clean-up! This is our final event of the 2024 
season, so don’t miss your chance to join in.

What You’ll Need:

 � Sturdy walking shoes

 � Sunblock

 � Weather-appropriate clothing

 � A good sense of humor!

(Don’t worry, water and trash bags are on us.)

We’ll wrap up by noon, followed by a complimentary 
lunch to thank you for your hard work!

Registration Required: Please RSVP via email as soon 
as possible: mundstrailstewards@hotmail.com

Stay updated on any changes by checking the MUTS 
website at mundsparktrailstewards.com

Let’s take care of our forest together!

 8:14 a.m. at Pinewood (240) Trailhead, just 1/5 mile 
past the Pinewood Blvd cattle guard.

NOW TRHOUGH OCTOBER 26
FRIGHT NIGHT AZ
Welcome to the only haunted house in 
Northern Arizona: Fright Night. What 
sets this haunted house apart from 
others? It’s inside a phantom train that is permanently 
derailed on abandoned tracks at Verde Canyon 
Railroad’s depot in Clarkdale, Arizona. For those 
brave enough to enter … for those who love the 
entire month of Halloween and the opportunity to be 
terrified. 

Verde Canyon Railroad

300 N Broadway, Clarkdale, AZ

www.frightnightaz.com
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Local HIGHLIGHTS

STAY COOL & FLOWING WITH CONFIDENCE! 
Our HVAC & Plumbing heroes are here to help:

 9 Expert AC installations, repairs, and plumbing services.
 9 Routine maintenance for optimal home performance, from air to water.
 9 Advanced heat pump systems for extreme conditions.
 9 Leaky faucet or clogged drain? We’ve got you covered!

Trust us to ensure your home’s comfort, inside and out.
Contact us for fast, reliable HVAC and plumbing service.

CALL 928-300-4002 TODAY
HOURS: Monday - Friday 7am-4pm

The latest Munds Park Town Hall offered several important updates for 
the community. Here are the key takeaways:

Pinewood Fire Department Updates
The Pinewood Fire Department has sent Engine 41 out for a full 
refurbishment, which is expected to take about three months. This 
proactive move will save the department both time and money, ensuring 
the truck remains in optimal condition for years to come.
Meanwhile, progress on the new firehouse is moving ahead of schedule. 
The design process is about 90% complete, and the old firehouse is 
scheduled for demolition March 2025. 

Law Enforcement Report
Lt. John Jamison of the Coconino County Sheriff’s Office provided 
an update on emergency calls in Munds Park between June 16 and 
September 16, 2024. Here are the statistics:

SUMMARY OF THE MUNDS PARK TOWN HALL
September 19, 2024

This totals 369 calls during that three-month period, excluding 25 
911-hang-up calls. The number of emergency calls appears to be higher 
than usual, coinciding with a rise in reported deaths around Flagstaff 
and nearby areas. Chief Deputy Bret Axlund of the Coconino County 
Sheriff’s Office is investigating this trend, and further details will be 
shared in the November issue.

Community Concerns and Officer Availability
Munds Park residents have voiced concerns about a need for increased 
law enforcement presence, especially on weekends, holidays, and in 
forested camping areas. The response from the Sheriff’s Office remains 
consistent: while more support is desired, staffing shortages are a 
significant challenge. Coconino County, the second-largest county 
in the U.S., faces the same difficulties as many law enforcement 
agencies in finding and training officers. Despite these hurdles, local 
law enforcement is doing all they can to keep the area safe. Residents 
are encouraged to stay alert, report incidents, and work together to 
maintain community safety.

Emergency 911 Notification System
Kelsey Nielsen, the Emergency Management Program Coordinator for 
Coconino County, emphasized the importance of signing up for the 
Emergency 911 notification system. With Munds Park located in mountain 
country, rapidly changing weather and wildfire risks make timely alerts 
essential. Nielsen advised residents to not only sign up for the system 
but also to review their accounts every six months to ensure they receive 
critical notifications. Staying informed is a key responsibility for keeping 
you and your family safe in emergency situations.

Sign up or check your account today at:
www.coconino.az.gov/2612/Emergency-Notification-System

Next Munds Park Town Hall: May 15, 2025
Location: Pinewood Country Club

Accident - Injury: 11
Accident - Non-Injury: 2
Alarm False (No Fire): 12
Animal Control: 5
Area Patrol: 99
Arrest Warrant Service: 1
Attempt to Locate: 2
Business Check: 18
Civil Matter: 12
Close Patrol: 1
Community Policing: 1
Criminal Damage: 5
Disturbing the Peace: 23
Domestic Violence: 1
Driving Under the Influence: 2
Field Interview Contact: 3
Follow-Up Report: 4
Forest Patrol: 12

Loitering/Vagrancy: 1
Medical Assist Calls: 87
Motorist Assist: 4
Parking Problem: 2
Public Assist: 15
Special Duty: 12
Still Assignment Fire: 9
Structure Fire: 11
Suicide Calls: 2
Suspicious Activity: 1
Threatening/Intimidating: 3
Traffic Complaint: 5
Wildland/Brush Fire: 2
Abandoned Vehicle: 1



DEBI BRIGHT
Managing Broker / Realtor® 

928.699.7703 CELL
BrightDebi@gmail.com

190 BISON DRIVE 
 Under contract in less than 24 hours. Sold for 

full price. Contract to close in just 18 days. I 
can sell yours too. 

CALL ELIZABETH HAUSMAN

$674,900 

RE/MAX Pinewood
15 W Pinewood Blvd
PO Box 17218
Munds Park, AZ 86017

ELIZABETH HAUSMAN
Realtor®

623.570.3076 CELL
EHausmanAZ@gmail.com

265 E FAIRLANE ROAD
Charming 3-bed, 2-bath 1991 Cavco home 
on two lots. Upgrades include a renovated 
kitchen with new cabinets, countertops, and 
appliances, along with upgraded baths, new 
windows, and fresh paint. Exterior features 
a pergola, fenced yard, sheds, and covered 
porches on both sides. The yard is beautifully 
landscaped with artificial grass, trees, and 
pavers. Additional improvements include a 
new hot water heater, updated plumbing, and 
an A/C unit in one shed. Ready to move in!

CALL DEBI BRIGHT

$480,000

405 E OAK DRIVE
This is a two bedroom, 1.5 bath with brand 
new carpet, newer dishwasher and garbage 
disposal. Also a newer roof. All electric split 
floor plan, open kitchen. Property is ready for 
your occupancy. Covered and exposed front 
deck for those cool summer days. Carport 
with an entrance right into the utility room.
A couple of sheds off the backside..

CALL DEBI BRIGHT

$229,000
17060 S PENGUIN

Meticulously cared for 3-bedroom, 2-bath 
home with a large front porch, extended 
by 3 feet, and a walkway porch leading to a 
covered back porch. Features include a large 
shed, fenced backyard, new flooring in the 
kitchen, hall, dining, and living rooms, and 
an extra-large lot. The airy primary bedroom 
has two closets, and the spacious bath offers 
dual sinks, a soaking tub, and a separate 
shower. Plenty of space for additional sheds 
or a garage.

CALL DEBI BRIGHT

$440,000
475 E HILLSIDE DRIVE

Beautiful flat corner lot over 10,000 sq. ft. 
with a gazebo and concrete circular driveway. 
This cozy cottage-style cabin features a 
white tongue and groove ceiling and a large 
covered front porch. The main floor includes 
a welcoming living room with a fireplace, 
dining area, open kitchen, bath with new 
shower, and a primary bedroom. A large 
utility room leads to a 2-car garage. Upstairs, 
two spacious bedrooms. Central propane 
heat and portable A/C complete the home.

CALL DEBI BRIGHT

$615,000

 17149 IRON SPRINGS RD
Under contract for full price, first day on the 
market, contract to close in just 9 days. I can 
sell yours too!

CALL ELIZABETH HAUSMAN

$199,900
1385 BIG BEAR TRAIL 

Fully furnished and tastefully decorated, 
this turn-key chalet in the desirable “Animal 
Hill” area offers 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, 
and a large bonus room. The cozy living 
space features a stone fireplace, rustic wood 
banisters, and knotty pine doors, adding 
mountain charm. The kitchen boasts wood 
cabinets, stainless appliances, and ample 
space for cooking. The large upstairs bonus 
room is perfect for a bunk room, office, or 
game room. Just bring your essentials and 
enjoy your mountain retreat!

CALL ELIZABETH HAUSMAN

$699,900 
1325 E JAGUAR LANE

Large concrete drive leads to an oversized 
single-car garage. Sit on the covered deck 
and enjoy the grass. Open the front door to a 
huge living room, dining room, and kitchen. 
Woodburning stove. Kitchen is all electric 
with an extra-large island. Back door leads 
to the shed. Down the hall to the primary 
bedroom with its own bath. Another primary 
bedroom with its own bath and a bedroom 
with walk-in closet. Upstairs addition with its 
own balcony. Family room is large enough 
for a pool table and seating. Up two steps to 
the sleeping area and a half bath. Plenty of 
parking. Oversized lot with trees.

CALL DEBI BRIGHT

$769,000
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10 Lodge  
Completely remodeled and upgraded single-level home on a 

13,000 square foot plus lot. Recent improvements are central heat 
and central air conditioning, new windows, newer roof, renovated 

bathrooms, new paint inside and out and so much more. 
Sold furnished and move-in ready!

Nancy Shelton
Associate Broker

928-856-0152
NancySheltonRealtor@gmail.com

Scan to see 
property details 

and photos.

By Brit Elders
We are a relatively small community in 
here Munds Park. Most of us tend to mind 
our own business yet be there when needed 
by our neighbors and friends. We watch out 
for each other and step up when someone 
has a problem. We have neighborhood 
watch but even if you’re not a member, 
most of us keep silent sentry over our 
neighbor’s property. It’s just one of the 
many neighborly things we do.
Based on the number of flags majestically 
flying from houses around here, I’d say 
we are a patriotic community, too. And 
it’s political season. People are expressing 
their first amendment right to free speech 
by placing placards and signs on their 
property for candidates they support. They have a legal right to that 
expression and to the placement of signs, no matter on which side of the 
aisle they stand.
Recently we have had a few individuals who have not lived up to our 
community’s simple live and let live standards. Unfortunately, there are 
people that feel it is their right to remove those signs in an attempt to 
prevent their neighbors from expressing themselves.
People have been captured on camera under the cover of nightfall, 
physically removing and taking property that they know does not belong 
to them. This can be described in a very simple term: theft.
If it doesn’t belong to you, don’t take it. Have respect for the members 
of the community that want to express their first amendment right to 
free speech. If you are responsible for removing a political sign from 
your neighbor’s yard, take a second and ask yourself how you would 
feel if someone silenced you or took something from your property just 
because they held a differing opinion.
We Munds Park residents and visitors may not agree on all things—
including political candidates. But we are a community that should 
have respect for each other, including respect for opposing points 

PLEASE RESPECT YOUR NEIGHBOR

of view. Stealing a sign is not going to 
change anyone’s perspective. It’s not only 
immature, but it’s an irritant to realize that 
someone in the community has censured 
their neighbor’s voice.
One of the things that makes our country 
so great also makes our community a 
wonderful place to live. I am referring to 
our ability to be respectful of each other 
despite any differences and divergent 
opinions. Fortunately, each of us is unique 
with independent thought. Attached 
to those two significant aspects of 
individuality, we also assume the personal 
responsibility to be respectful of people’s 
property, of each other, and of ourselves. 

Let’s live up to that responsibility.
Brit Elders has been a full-time resident of Munds Park since 1984. 
An author and documentary filmmaker, she has traveled the world 
exploring a variety of non-fiction subjects.

This guy thinks stealing signs is activism. We call it a crime.  
Don’t be this guy!
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(928)853-4529Mountain  Dreams Realty 

Mountain Dreams Realty is a family owned business that is able to provide low brokerage fees 
without sacrificing service. We believe our Clients & Customers should have the ability to sell 

their home with the same advantages offered by other companies without cutting into their 
Profit Margin 

The Moores 

REALTOR® 
Bob Joncas 

Associate Broker 
(928)853-8542

REALTOR® 
Cheri Buchholtz 
Associate Broker 

(602)291-1631

REALTOR® 
John 

Sharapata 
(480)695-8929

REALTOR® 
Cheri 

 Moore 
(928)286-9335

REALTOR® 
Sharon 
Treat 

(818)429-3362

REALTOR® 
Andy 

Buchholtz 
(928)286-9335

REALTOR® 
Catherine 
Maschue 

(818)429-3362

REALTOR® 
Tara 
Munro 

(602)799-5073

REALTOR® 
Rob 

Moore 
(928)286-9335

REALTOR® 
Allie 

Brown 
(623)363-6778

REALTOR® 
Sam 

Tillery 
(928)699-1862

2836 E Gelding Drive, Phoenix 855 E Navajo Road, Munds Park 

www.mountaindreamsrealty.com 

370 E Navajo Rd  -  $2,650,000 
This extremely well built ICF Energy Efficient Custom Home backs the Pinewood Golf Course and has 2,486 sqft of Covered Decks surrounding the home providing 

Spectacular Golf Course & Panoramic Views.  The 2,948 sqft drive through 6+ car Garage is amazing with a Spa & Sauna and a Elevator that take you to the 2,948 SqFt 
main living quarters with 3 Bd, 3.5 Ba, Vaulted Ceilings and Fireplace. The .87 acre lot has RV Parking with Electric & Dump Station.  Call Pat Moore - (928)853-4529 

17980 S Walapai 16b 
$409,000 

Remodeled Condo 
Livable 1,276 Sq Ft  

Vaulted Ceilings 
Fireplace 

Deck 
3 Bedrooms 

 2 Baths   
Call Pat Moore  
(928)853-4529 

REDUCED 

REDUCED 

320 E San Felipe Pl 
$499,500 

WOW Describes the 
Interior with Vaulted 
Ceilings, 1440 SqFt  
4 Bedroom, 2 Baths  
 Front & Back Decks 
Corner Lot, Garage 

extra parking  
Call Pat Moore 
(928)853-4529 

New Listing 



WHEN ROAMING THE FOREST Leave no trace: Let the only thing you leave behind, be your gratitude. OCTOBER 4 2024 |  11

homemade & wonderful

Specialty Coffees & Teas
House Made Pastries

Breakfast Bagels 
Belgian Waffles 

Sandwiches
Salads & More

SERVING
Thursday - Tuesday, 7am-2pm

CLOSED: Wednesdays
(928) 286-2331

17680 S. Munds Ranch Rd.  
Munds Park, AZ 86017

FIRESIDE TREATS FOR A FRIGHTFULLY FUN NIGHT  
OF HALLOWEEN STORIES!

Continued on page 13

The fire’s crackling, shadows are dancing, and a cool Halloween 
breeze whispers through the night. Perfect for gathering around with 
friends and family, this edition is packed with spooky stories for 
all ages—just the thing to send a few shivers down your spine. But 
don’t worry, we’ve got three wickedly fun treats to keep the scares 
balanced with some sweetness.
Whether you’re daring the grown-ups with ghostly legends or giving 
the kids a good-natured fright, our Caramel Apple Nachos, Pumpkin 
Spice Popcorn, and Ghostly Campfire Cones are sure to keep the 
spirits high. They’re easy to make and perfect for sharing by the fire 
while you get lost in a night of chills, thrills, and tasty bites.
So, grab your marshmallow roasters, settle in, and enjoy a night of 
spooky stories and hauntingly good snacks!

GHOSTLY  
CAMPFIRE CONES
If you think classic s’mores 
are irresistible, get ready for a 
spooky twist with these Ghostly 
Campfire Cones. They’re just as 
ooey-gooey as you love, but even 
easier to make (and eat)! Perfect 
for enjoying while the fire flickers 
and the ghost stories begin, these 
cones are packed with all the 
sweet, melty goodness you crave.

Ingredients
 � 1 bag Marshmallows – Mini or regular, it’s up to you!
 � 12 sugar or waffle cones
 � 12 oz bag Milk Chocolate Chips – Or get creative with dark 

chocolate, white chocolate, butterscotch, or peanut butter chips!

 � Chopped Nuts – Throw in some peanuts, pecans, or almonds for  
extra crunch.

 � Syrup Drizzle – Add a spooky drizzle of caramel or chocolate sauce for 
an extra layer of sweetness.

 � Candy – Want to get wickedly fun? Add mini Reese’s, Rolos, or chopped 
Hershey’s bars for a devilish twist.

Campfire Instructions
1. Stuff Your Cone – Fill each cone with marshmallows and chocolate 

chips (get the kids in on the fun here!).
2. Wrap It Up – Wrap each cone tightly in foil and place it on the grill 

grates for a few minutes.
3. Unwrap Carefully – Beware! The cones will be steaming hot when you 

remove the foil, so handle with care as you unearth your gooey treasure.

Oven Method
1. Preheat the oven to 350°F.
2. Fill & Wrap – Just like with the campfire version, fill each cone, wrap it 

in foil, and pop it in the oven for 7-10 minutes.
3. Unwrap Carefully – Once again, watch out for the hot steam  

when unwrapping.

Pro Tips
 � Heavy-Duty Foil – Use heavy-duty aluminum foil to keep your cones 

sturdy, whether grilling or baking.
 � Set up a spooky topping bar with leftover candy and let everyone build 

their own Ghostly Campfire Cone. It’s a fun, sweet way to add a little 
extra magic to your Halloween night.

Recipe adapted from Carrie Barnard, Eating On A Dime
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Bat
Boo
Candy
Carve
Cloak
Coffin
Crypt
Dracula
Fangs
Fog
Ghost
Goblin

Grave
Grim
Haunt
Hayride
Howl
Mask
Midnight
Moon
Mummy
Ogre
Party
Pirate

Potion
Rip
Scary
Skull
Specter
Spider
Spirit
Spooky
Sweets
Tomb
Treats
Troll

Wand
Wicked
Wig
Witch
Wizard
Zombie

Serving Phoenix, Flagstaff & Munds Park
Wende Valentine

602-614-6146
Wende@BossLadyRed.com • BossLadyRed.com

ROC #326382

Before After

DESIGN TO RENOVATION  
& NEW CONSTRUCTION

- Not a handyman service -

Red 
Desert 
Electric, 
Inc.
Serving Satisifed 
Customers Since 2003

Jeff Doyle 
623-293-1452
Serving Northern AZ

Bonded • Insured • ROC#193022
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HOMEMADE & WONDERFUL
Continued from page 11

PUMPKIN SPICE POPCORN
Looking for a bewitching snack to enjoy while 
telling spooky tales around the fire? This Pumpkin 
Spice Popcorn will have everyone reaching for 
more with its sweet, spiced flavor and a dash of 
fall magic. It’s perfect for sharing, whether you’re 
watching Halloween movies or sitting around the 
campfire under the stars.

Ingredients
 � Prepared popcorn – Make it however you like, 

but Jiffy Pop adds a fun twist for the kids!
 � Unsalted butter – Melted to perfection for that 

deliciously rich coating.
 � Light brown sugar – Just a touch of sweetness to bring it all together.
 � Pumpkin pie spice – The spooky star of the show!
 � Salt – To balance out all that sweetness.

Directions
1. Pop the Corn – Start by popping your popcorn and placing it in a large bowl.
2. Mix the Magic – In a separate bowl, combine the melted butter, pumpkin pie 

spice, salt, and light brown sugar.
3. Drizzle & Toss – Pour the buttery mixture over the popcorn and toss gently until 

it’s all coated in that sweet, spicy goodness.
Tip! Make you own Pumpkin Spice. It’s easy! Combine ½ teaspoon cinnamon with ¼ 
teaspoon each of nutmeg, ginger, and cloves.
Recipe adapted from Dorothy Kern, Crazy for Crust

CARAMEL APPLE NACHOS
Looking for a snack that’s just as fun to make as 
it is to eat? Try these Caramel Apple Nachos—the 
perfect combo of crisp apple slices, sweet caramel, 
and crunchy toppings. It’s a wickedly delicious 
treat for your Halloween night, whether you’re 
gathered around the campfire or keeping cozy 
inside.

Ingredients
 � 4 apples – Granny Smiths work great for that 

spooky tart flavor!
 � Juice of 1 lemon
 � 1/8 cup caramel sauce. I always add more :) 
 � 1/8 cup chopped peanuts (or any nuts you prefer)
 � 1/8 cup mini milk chocolate chips

Directions
1. Prep the Apples – Core your apples and slice them into 1/4” pieces.
2. Add Lemon Juice – Toss the apple slices with lemon juice, being gentle so you 

don’t bruise them.
3. Assemble the Nachos – Arrange the apple slices on a plate, drizzle with caramel 

sauce, and sprinkle with mini chocolate chips and nuts.
4. Serve & Enjoy – Serve this fun and frightfully good snack right away!
Recipe adapted from Carrie Barnard, Eating On A Dime
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Get your cabin fall-ready with CertaPro!
Serving Munds Park with 10% Off 

Your Next Painting Project*. 
Rejuvenate your space with our expert touch.

*Offer applies to your residential painting project of $2,500 or more. Must be presented at 
time of estimate. Not valid with other offers. Not valid on current estimates or proposals. 

Expires 12/31/2024

928-779-3746
FREE ESTIMATES | EXTERIOR | INTERIOR

CERTAPRO.COM
ROC #158334

OF JOBS $2,500 OR MORE!

602-843-5572
Office visits by appointment only. 1515 W. Deer Valley Rd A107, Phoenix, AZ. Rapid Blinds & Shutters LLC. Licensed, Bonded, Insured ROC# 168592 *Subject to approved credit. Prices subject to change without notice.  
Must present ad at time of sale. Offers may not be combined. Offers are redeemable at time of estimate only. Offers apply to new orders only. Restrictions apply. Expires XX/XX/24

NO MONEY DOWN! Up to 4 years FREE financing! 

Hi neighbors, I bring Phoenix service and pricing to 
Munds! Looking forward to meeting you.

                               — Dan, Munds Park Resident

All Work Preformed by A Munds Park Resident!
“Excellent quality product, Rapid Blinds was professional 
and efficient, we highly recommend.” 
                        — John & Stephanie K., Munds Park Residents
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GARDENS IN THE PARK

Irrigation • Landscaping • Pavers • Turf & Sod 
Weekly/Bi-Weekly Yard Maintenance • Yard Clean Up 

Retaining Walls & Rock

928-612-8279 OR 928-600-6882
Stellers.irrigation@gmail.com • StellersIrrigation.com

Serving Munds Park & Rimrock
Licensed • Bonded • AZ ROC 343874
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Beautiful new landscape
- Munds Park

PLANTING SPRING-BLOOMING BULBS
How to Give Yourself 100 Days of Spring Beauty

Brought to you by Warner’s Nursery
Spring bulbs are a delight for any gardener, but they 
do require some planning and preparation. Arranging 
your bulbs so they bloom throughout the spring season 
is the key to having a colorful and fragrant garden.
There are early-season bulbs that will often bloom 
before trees and shrubs start to leaf out in the spring, 
which is a great way to beat the winter blues! Plus, if you 
combine a variety of bulbs into one garden bed (with proper 
spacing), you’ll have constant blooms throughout the season or 
about 100 days of spring beauty.
Early season blooms are hyacinth (which grows to about 10 inches 
high) and crocus (which reach about 4 inches). Mid-season blooms 
include muscari (12 inches), tulips (24 inches), and narcissus (16 inches). 
You can stretch out the season with late-blooming bulbs such as allium 
and bearded iris (both about 36 inches high) and Dutch iris (a little 
shorter at 20 inches).
Daffodils are the wild card of the bulb world. They can range in height 
from 6 to 30 inches and can bloom at any time during the spring, 
depending on the variety you plant.
But all of these bulbs have one thing in common - if you want to see 
them next spring, you need to plant them now. Spring-blooming bulbs 
require a long period of cool temperatures to spark the biochemical 
process that causes them to flower. Once they do, they are not bothered 
by frost or even late snow.
Bulbs are also an affordable option for budget-conscious gardeners; for 
less than a dollar, you can purchase bulbs that will yield larger plants 
with more blooms in future years.
Spring blooming bulbs need well-draining soil and at least partial sun. 
Amend your soil (we recommend Warner’s Supreme Planting Mix) to a 
depth of 12 inches to        create a loose, well-drained soil texture.
When planting, place                the bulb facing upward in a hole about 
three times as deep                        as the bulb is tall. This means that 

large bulbs like tulips will be planted about 8 inches deep 
while smaller bulbs will be planted about 4 inches deep, 
measured from the bottom of the bulb. The top of the 

bulb is the pointed side, called the nose, and the flat 
side is the bottom, referred to as the root plate.

Your bulbs will need to be fertilized when planted with bone 
meal or Dutch bulb food, products that are high in phosphorus. 

Either one can be added to the bottom of the hole and mixed 
with a small scoop of mulch before placing the bulb and filling up 

the hole. (Top dressing with fertilizer after planting will not have 
the same positive effects.) Sprinkle a tiny bit of Blood Meal in the 

bottom of each hole and around the finished top area to ward off pesky 
animals looking to make a treat out of freshly planted bulbs.

Give your newly planted bulbs a good soaking right after planting. If we 
receive at least two inches of snow every ten days, your bulbs won’t need 
additional watering through the winter. If it’s a dry winter without much 
snow, you should water your bulbs once a month. In the spring, when 
shoots appear, start watering bulbs about once a week, providing a deep 
soaking rather than shallow sprinkling. Take care not to overwater as 
this promotes bulb rot.
After your bulbs flower, you are left with the leaves which many consider 
messy and unattractive. These should not be cut off; they are necessary 
for the plant to photosynthesize and produce energy that will be stored 
in the bulb for the next year’s flower show.
One easy solution to hiding the mess is to layer planting beds so that 
the remaining bulb foliage is hidden by emerging spring perennials. 
Another solution is to trim back the flower stems and leave the foliage as 
a green accent. Once that foliage has turned yellow or brown and died 
back, it can be removed.
In early fall, our days are still warm and it’s still a great time to be 
outside. Enjoy the weather and add a beautiful spring accent to your 
garden by planting bulbs such as tulips, daffodils, crocus, and iris. You’ll 
be glad you did next spring when you are able to enjoy your amazing 
display of spring color! —Happy Gardening from Warner’s Nursery!
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RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL ROOFING SERVICES
Specializing in all Types of Roofing Installation & Repairs

Metal • Shingle • Tile • Metal Siding • TPO

Metal Fascia Wrap • Metal Soffits • Metal Patio Lids

Integrity & Experience Ensure Excellence
 Our expert team is available 7-days a week,  

365-days a year to attend to your roofing needs.

SERVING ALL OF NORTHERN ARIZONA

(928) 301-6301
www.elevatedroof.com

ROC311899 • Licensed • Bonded • Insured

MONSOONS ARE ON THE WAY
Beat the monsoon rush and book your FREE INSPECTION today!

Junk Removal • Dumpster Rental 
Trash & Recycling Bin Assistance

Contact us with your unique project today!

(480) 532-3084  
Orders@azgoodfellas.com    

www.azgoodfellas.com    

  

LOCAL. AFFORDABLE. LICENSED. FREE QUOTES.

TRASH PROBLEM? 
Forget about it!
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    Family owned and operated   

   
Painting 

  Cabins / Decks 
   Custom Remodels 

Epoxy Floor Coatings 
General Construction  
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Shaken & Stirred in Pinewood
The Cocktail Connoisseur’s Corner

IN BUD WE TRUST
Herbal Wellness Center is a full-service marijuana dispensary

 for both medical and recreational use. 

A convenient stop when heading north or back to the Valley. 
Located just 3.9 miles off the Deer Valley exit.

CODE “PINEWOOD15” FOR 15% OFF $100 PURCHASE!
OPEN: 7-days a week, 8 am - 10 pm • 1720 E Deer Valley Dr., Phoenix, AZ 85024 • www.HerbalWellnessCenter.com

MULLED WINE SANGRIA
Savoring the Season’s Simple Gift

By Dick Trudeau
It’s fall, the air’s got that bite, and the sun 
doesn’t hang around as long as it used to. 
People start reaching for the heavy sweaters 
and looking for something warm to drink. 
The time is perfect for a Mulled Wine Sangria. 
It’s not fancy, it’s not complicated, but it’s 
everything you want on a cool October night. 
Let me tell you why.
Mulled wine goes way back. The Romans were 
the ones who first thought, “Hey, it’s cold. Let’s 
warm up the wine and throw in some spices.” 
They weren’t trying to be trendy; they were 
trying to keep warm. It spread across Europe, 
where it became a staple for anyone who had to 
deal with winters that made your bones ache. 
It wasn’t just for the rich either—this was something everyone did, no 
matter what they had. You used what was around—local spices, fruits, 
whatever—and made it work.
Let’s bring in the sangria, the Spanish answer to “Let’s make this fun.” 
It’s wine, sure, but throw in some fruit, maybe a little brandy, and you’ve 
got yourself something worth drinking when you’re ready to unwind. 
The name? It’s from “sangre,” meaning blood, because of its deep red 
color. Sangria’s all about celebrations, gathering around a table with 
friends, and enjoying what the land’s giving you.
So, what happens when you mix the two? You get Mulled Wine Sangria, 
and it’s everything you want in a fall drink. It’s warm, it’s spiced, it’s got 
that deep fruitiness from the sangria, but it’s got the kind of backbone 
that’ll keep you warm on a cool night. It’s the best of both worlds—
comforting, but with a little bit of a party hidden in there.
This isn’t a drink you rush through. It’s the kind of thing you sip slowly, 
around a fire maybe, with a couple of good friends. You take in the smell 

of cinnamon and cloves, the deep red of the 
wine, and the sweetness of the fruit, and you 
remind yourself that sometimes, the simple 
things really are the best.
Look, life’s complicated enough. But Mulled 
Wine Sangria? That’s not complicated. It’s a 
drink for people who know how to appreciate 
what’s in front of them. It’s for those who 
understand that fall isn’t about pumpkin 
spice and Instagram shots. It’s about taking 
the season as it comes, using what’s available, 
and making something that works. So pour 
yourself a glass, take a breath, and savor the 
moment. After all, that’s what this season is 
really about.

Ingredients
 � 1 bottle red wine – Rioja, Merlot, Cabernet Sauvignon or Pino Noir
 � ¼ cup brandy
 � 1 cup apple cider
 � 2 green apples – 1 for mulled wine, 1 for fresh garnish
 � 2 lemons – 1 for mulled wine, 1 for fresh garnish
 � 2 limes – 1 for mulled wine, 1 for fresh garnish
 � 1 orange
 � 1 cup blackberries – ½ cup for mulled wine and the rest for  

fresh garnish
 � 1 cup cranberries – ½ cup for mulled wine and ½ cup for  

fresh garnish
Continued on page 18
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Trust us with challenging 
insurance needs for wildfire 
areas, flood zones, aging roofs, 
and manufactured homes!
Insuring homes in Northern Arizona is no 
easy task, but we’ve got you covered with 
an extensive network of over 40 insurance 
carriers. Together, we’ll explore a wide range 
of tailored options that fit your budget and 
needs. Secure your peace of mind today  
and call Lucky Penny Insurance!
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April Plonski
Munds Park Resident Since 1990 

(602) 922-9956 
april.plonski@goosehead.com

www.MundsParkInsurance.com

PROTECTING  
YOUR HOME  
JUST GOT  
EASIER!

Sudoku
Created by Paul Mason • Solution Page 38

WE OFFER 
PROFESSIONAL... 
 WINDOW CLEANING
 PRESSURE WASHING 
 GUTTER CLEANING

FOR FAST & CONVENIENT SCHEDULING 
book on-line at PineCountryWindows.com

928-527-0671

 � ½ cup pomegranate seeds
 � ¼ cup honey
 � 3 cinnamon sticks
 � 1 tsp. cloves
 � star anise – optional for garnish
 � thyme – optional for garnish

The Method
 � In a pot, pour 1 bottle of red wine, 1 cup apple cider and ¼ cup of 

honey. Add 3 cinnamon sticks and 1 tsp. of cloves in a tea egg (or 
wrapped in cheese cloth and tied with baker’s string). Place a lid  
on top and simmer on very low heat for 20 minutes. Never allow  
it to boil.

 � While the wine simmers with the cider, spices and honey, slice 1 
green apple, 1 orange, 1 lemon and 1 lime.

 � When finished, pour mulled wine into a jug or container with sliced 
fruit, ½ cup of blackberries and ½ cup cranberries. Add ¼ cup of 
brandy, stir gently and refrigerate for 2-3 hours until cold.

 � For garnish, thinly slice 1 lemon, 1 lime, and 1 green apple. Add ice 
to glasses and pour sangria, adding some of the drunken fruit,  
and leaving some room for fresh fruit. Add blackberries,pomegranate 
seeds, cranberries, and sliced fruit with optional star  
anise/herbal garnish.

Shaken & Stirred
Continued from page 17
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TRAVEL
MARCHING WITH THE DEAD:  

MAZATLÁN’S DIA DE LOS MUERTOS PARADE 

Lorraine De La Cruz Realtor®

Munds Park Resident

602-295-5827 or 928-487-0744
lorraine@delacruzsells.com

www.lorrainedelacruz.realtyonegrouparizona.com

Whether buying or selling, I am your partner from start to finish and beyond closing.

FOR MUNDS PARK’S UNIQUE CHARM AND MOUNTAIN LIFE 
YOU NEED A LOCAL MARKET SPECIALIST! 

 WHETHER YOU ARE BUYING OR SELLING 
I AM FIVE MINUTES FROM YOUR DOORSTEP. 

GIVE ME A CALL.

Continued on page 29

By “UNSTOPPABLE Stacey” Wittig
I was so excited that my October visit 
to Mazatlán—hosted by Fiesta Amigos, 
a conference of travel professionals—
would coincide with Dia de Los 
Muertos or Day of the Dead. I’d never 
attended Day of the Dead celebrations 
in Mexico, and I was intrigued to 
learn more.
My favorite experience was the 
Day of the Dead processional, the 
callejoneada, or alley stroll. And 
what’s so cool is that you don’t have 
to wait until next year for a similar 
experience. Mazatlán’s carnival is coming up February 27-March 4, 
2025, and you’ll find the same awe and appreciation of different cultures 
that I found during my October visit.

Dia de los Muertos Processional
We stood in the heart of the historic district, Plazuela Machado, waiting 
for whatever happened next. I wore a headband with colorful flowers, 
typical of the holiday. The balmy night was filled with anticipation, 
and when I looked at the children’s faces, I was reminded of my own 
youthful hopefulness on the night before Christmas. The square was 
filled with families and us, the delegates from the Fiesta Amigos 
conference, waiting for the Dia de Los Muertos callejoneada to start.
There’s something beautiful about the unfolding of unknown rituals. 
I felt a sense of childlike wonder take over, and I let go of the need to 
control or understand what would happen next. On the other hand, the 
Americans who surrounded me needed to know what was next, and 
since they didn’t, they wanted to make it—whatever it was—happen on 
their own. There was a sort of culture clash going on.

“What are we doing just standing 
here?” pouted one of the American 
party girls.

“Just standing here,” I thought to 
myself. “It’s OK to simply stand and 
breathe in the present moment of 
anticipation and excitement.”

“Let’s just go! Let’s just start walking,” 
she demanded, pushing ahead. The 
treasonists in our group moved 
slightly forward while others held 
back. I imagined that—from above—
we looked somewhat like an amoeba 
changing shape as we pushed against 

the crowd, and the crowd pressed against us. I was happy to stand my 
ground and wait for whatever was going to happen next.
In time, three young Mexican public relations professionals arrived 
holding placards on long sticks that read, ‘Fiesta Amigos.’ They 
positioned themselves at the front and back of our group of about 150 
people. The association had asked us to dress in white for this occasion, 
so we stood out of the crowd as a seemingly amalgam group between 
the handheld signs.
Finally, fireworks and bottle rockets signaled the beginning of the 
promenade, and our giant white amoeba started moving forward 
around the square. I expected our group to move with the masses of 
others that had gathered in Plazuela Machado. But I was astonished to 
see that those not dressed in white parted to let us through. Parted to let 
us through?
Families with baby carts, grandmothers, ninos and ninas stood on the 
curb or sat on walls, smiling and sometimes waving as they watched us 
walk by. Waving at us?



In the heart of Arizona’s high desert, Jerome clings to the rugged 
slopes of Cleopatra Hill like a spectral remnant of its former 
self. Once a booming mining metropolis, now a tourist town, 
its streets curve and twist, holding secrets as old as the mines 
themselves. The Jerome Grand Hotel, a towering structure of 
brick and memories, casts a long shadow over these tales of  
yore, its windows peering out like hollow eyes into the endless  
desert expanse.
Built in 1926, this monolithic structure originally served as the 
United Verde Hospital, a sanctuary for the broken bodies and 
spirits of miners who delved too greedily into the copper-rich 
bowels of the earth. The hospital’s halls were alive with the 
echoes of pain and hope, where men came broken and either 
walked out whole or didn’t walk out at all.
Among those who walked these halls was Claude Harvey, the 
dedicated maintenance man who knew every creak and whisper 
of the building’s old elevator. On a grim day in April 1935, a 
terrible incident echoed through the hospital corridors: Claude 
was found gruesomely pinned beneath the elevator he had so 
faithfully tended. The case was quickly closed, officially deemed 
an ‘accident,’ but lingering doubts about the hurried investigation 
fueled rumors that justice had not been served. These rumors 
say that Claude’s spirit, discontent with the unresolved questions 
surrounding his death, continues to haunt the elevator shafts, 
eternally echoing his final, agonizing moments.
Then there’s Manoah Hoffpauir, the caretaker whose solitude in 
the then-abandoned hospital ended in 1982 with a rope and a 
choice that no one could understand. In the room where he died, 
guests report a heaviness, a sorrow so palpable that even the 
skeptics start to wonder if the past is truly dead.
The hospital closed its doors in the 1950s, as the mines dwindled 
and Jerome’s heartbeat slowed to a near stop. But the building 
would breathe again as the Jerome Grand Hotel in 1996, 
revamped yet reverent to its storied past. The renovation stirred 
more than just dust; it roused the spirits that had lain dormant, 
trapped within the walls they once knew as their last haven.
Now, the hotel is a curious blend of hospitality and horror. 
Guests might hear the faint sound of a miner’s cough from 
empty rooms, or the sudden chill of unseen presences passing by. 
Lights flicker erratically in rhythms that almost seem like morse 
code—a desperate signal from the beyond. The old hospital’s 
elevator, with its original mechanisms still intact, often ascends 
to floors not selected, driven by Claude’s unseen hand.
Staff and visitors alike tell tales of spectral sightings: nurses in 
vintage attire seen in the periphery, vanishing when confronted; 
the distant cries of infants in the maternity ward that once was; 
laughter of children echoing down corridors that should be silent.
In the Jerome Grand Hotel, the past is alive and tangible, written 
into the very fabric of the building. Each creak and groan of the 
old structure is a verse in a ghostly hymn, sung by those who 
left their stories etched in tragedy. Here, on Cleopatra Hill, the 
boundary between life and afterlife is as thin as the whispering 
desert wind. As night descends, the guests at the hotel are left 
to wonder: Are they truly alone, or is the hotel a gateway to 
something both eternal and ephemeral?

For those who dare to stay, the Jerome Grand Hotel offers more 
than just a night’s rest; it offers an encounter with history, a 
dance with the spectral remnants of a bygone era. And as the 
sun dips below the horizon, painting the desert in hues of blood 
and fire, one can’t help but feel that in Jerome, the dead are just 
as much a part of the town as the living.
In the echoing halls of the Jerome Grand Hotel, the line between 
fact and folklore is as thin as the veil between night and day. 
Believe what you will—either way, the shadows are waiting for you.

GHOSTS OF CLEOPATRA HILL
The Unsettled Spirits of Jerome Grand Hotel

GHOSTLY TALES TO SHARE AROUND THE FIRE THIS HALLOWEEN By Vanita Dee

The third United Verde Hospital. This photo was take after the wing was removed due to 
earth movement. Photo curtesty of the Jerome Historical Society.

The Grand Dame still looming over the valley. Photo by The Jerome Grand Hotel

WHISPERS BEHIND THE DOOR
The Haunting of the Monte Vista Hotel

In the chill of night in Flagstaff, where the winds howl down 
from the snow-capped San Fransico Peaks, the Hotel Monte Vista 
stands like a sentinel from another age. Built in 1927, among the 
roar of progress and the 
wild heart of the railroad 
era, it was a palace of dreams, 
drawing in the weary, the 
hopeful, and the damned.
From its grand opening, 
the Monte Vista was 
never just a hotel. It was a 
crossroads of fates, a place 
where Hollywood stars 
and hardscrabble drifters 
alike could vanish into the 
embrace of its luxurious 
anonymity. But as the glitter 
faded and the nights grew 
long, the hotel began to 
gather stories—Not just tales 
of the past, but whispers of 
the unquiet dead, refusing to 
be forgotten.
The basement of the Monte 
Vista, a place shrouded in 
perpetual gloom, became the 
heart of its ghostly lore. Here, the air is thick 
with the cries of a child whose life was snuffed 
out too soon—a baby born to a despairing 
mother, her life a tangle of shadows and shame. 
She ended her infant’s suffering, or so the story 
goes, in the darkest corner of this underground 
world. To this day, guests speak of hearing 
the heart-wrenching sobs of a woman and the 
piercing cries of her child, echoing through the 
corridors as if the tragedy were fresh.
Not far from this morbid nursery prowls the 
Shadow Man, a specter whose story is stitched 
into the violent history of the speakeasy days. 
He was a man who knew too much and met 
his end in a whisper of betrayal and a flash of 
steel. His towering form is now but a flicker in 
the peripheral vision of those who wander the 
hotel’s lower depths, his presence heralded by a 
drop in temperature and the oppressive sense 
of despair.
Above, the hotel’s Room 220 harbors its own 
phantoms. Here, the electronics buzz and 
crackle with a life of their own, televisions blare 
static-filled screens into the darkness, and lights dim as though 
breathing with the pulse of the unseen. Guests recount tales of 
icy touches and unseen hands that press down upon them in the 
dead of night, as if the spirits themselves yearn for the warmth 
of the living.

In the old cocktail lounge, where the clink of hidden liquor once 
mingled with laughter, now lingers the soft, mournful strains 
of an eternal waltz. A couple appears without warning, locked 

forever in their 1920s 
elegance, gliding across the 
worn wooden floor as though 
time itself forgot them. Their 
movements are graceful, 
almost perfect, they’ve 
danced this same step for 
decades—trapped in a loop, 
neither alive nor dead. Their 
eyes, dark and hollow, fixed 
on some faraway point, their 
expressions blank, yet filled 
with a desperation that’s 
hard to place.
There’s a story whispered 
among the hotel staff—how 
the couple met here, a 
clandestine affair when 
their lives were anything 
but simple. Some say they 
died together, an accident or 
something worse, but no one 
really knows. Maybe that’s 
why they linger. There’s an 

ache in their dance, the way the woman grips 
her partner’s shoulder, fingers clutching too 
tightly, as if she fears losing him again. The 
man’s hand at her waist is steady, but there’s a 
stiffness to it, like he’s leading them somewhere 
but knows they’ll never arrive.
Guests unlucky enough to see them rarely speak 
of it. They say the room feels thick, like the very 
air has turned to fog. You watch them dance, 
and for a moment it’s mesmerizing—beautiful, 
even. But then something twists in your gut. 
Their feet never make a sound, but the rustle of 
her dress, and the sound of long ago music—it’s 
too real. Too close. And that’s when you realize—
they’re not just dancing. They’re looking for 
someone to join them. A chill crawls up your 
spine, and it’s all you can do to turn away 
before you get caught in their rhythm, before 
the music reaches out and pulls you into the 
dance. Because once you’re in, you don’t leave.
The corridors of the Monte Vista are haunted by 
the phantom bellboy, whose knock comes softly 
in the dead of night, a sound almost too polite 

to be sinister. He doesn’t pound, doesn’t bang. No, his knuckles 
rap gently against the door and whispers “room service” through 
the wood. When the guest opens the door, they are met with 
nothing but a hallway of shadows, the air filled with the scent of 

Built in 1926 with funds from locals and novelist Zane Grey, the Hotel Monte Vista 
opened its doors in 1927. But behind its historic charm lurk ghostly tales that continue to 

haunt its halls to this day.

Guests of the Hotel Monte Vista have reported 
eerie encounters with the phantom bell boy, 
who knocks on doors late at night—only to 

vanish when they open. His footsteps still echo 
through these haunted halls.

Continued on page 29



Winterize Your Cabin NOW! 
Enjoy a FREE Evaluation to  
Ensure Year-Round Comfort.
Now Serving Munds Park & Surrounding Areas
30 Years of Experience • Munds Park Resident

FREE ESTIMATES. FREE plumbing safety inspection.
About Liberty Plumbing
At Liberty Plumbing, we offer a full range of plumbing 
services. From new construction to remodels to service, we 
do it all in both residential and commercial applications. We 
guarantee your satisfaction with every job, whether it’s big or 
small. Our employees are hand-picked for their experience and 
their courtesy to help you through any job. Liberty Plumbing 
has over 30 years of experience in this industry and is fully 
licensed, insured, and bonded.

FREE Safety Inspections
We are finding an alarming amount of safety violations in 
Munds Park. Be sure your home is protected and schedule a 
free inspection with Liberty Plumbing today. 

We inspect:
 � Valves and flex lines 
 � Wash machine hoses 
 � Water heater exhaust 
 � Gas lines 
 � Incorrect work

A Few of Our Services
 � Drain Cleaning
 � Faucet and Sink Upgrades
 � Gas Lines for New Fixtures &  

Propane Tank Relocations
 � RO Systems
 � Tank-less Water heaters
 � Toilet Repair
 � Water Heaters
 � Water Softeners

NO SERVICE CHARGE PLUMBER
If we don’t do anything. We don’t charge. 
ROC #188630, #211459

 928-851-7773
www.libertyplumbingandsolar.com

Call or 
Text

Is your shut off Valve  
hard to turn? 

We do stop waste valves.

Tankless  
Water HeatersFixture Upgrades 
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Real Estate, Wealth, Life & Legacy
Steve@valentinegroupaz.com 
(602) 854-8475 text/call 
Instagram @SteveDValentine @Mundsparkaz

Steve D. Valentine
Real Estate Strategist Serving From Phoenix to Flagstaff 

Sponsor Of The Pinewood Kids News

By George Dee

Munds Park is a peaceful place. The tall 
pine trees sway in the breeze, and the 
quiet, winding roads make the small town 
feel at one with nature.

Lily had lived in Munds Park her entire 
life. She loved the woods and the cozy 
community where everyone felt like 
family. But there was one place she’d 
always avoided: the abandoned cabin on 
Pinewood Boulevard just opposite the 
country club. It had been abandoned for 
years, and the local kids told stories about 
it. They said witches live there and that 
strange things happen around the cabin 
at night—especially in the autumn when 
the wind howls and the nights grow longer 
and colder.

On Halloween night, Lily’s friends dared her 
to go to the abandon cabin.

“Come on, Lily. It’s just an old house,” Maggie teased, her eyes sparkling 
with excitement. “What’s the worst that could happen? You’ll see some 
cobwebs and a spider?”

Lily, not wanting to seem like a coward in front of her friends, 
reluctantly gave in. “Fine,” she said, trying to sound more confident 
than she felt, “but you guys have to come with me.”

“Deal,” Maggie grinned, nudging Chris and Jordan. “We’ll all go.”

The four of them set off down the rocky path, the only light coming from 
the full moon and the glow of their flashlights. The trees towered over 
them, casting long shadows that danced across the ground. The further 
they walked, the quieter it became. Even the usual nighttime sounds of 
crickets and rustling leaves disappeared as they approached the cabin.

Lily could feel her heart pounding as the dark shape of the old cabin 

THE WITCHES OF MUNDS PARK

came into view. It was even creepier up 
close. The windows were broken, and 
the wooden walls looked like they were 
about to collapse at any moment. Ivy and 
thick vines had overtaken most of the 
structure, giving it a twisted, almost alive 
appearance.

“Are you sure about this?” Jordan asked, 
his voice low as they stood, staring at the 
darkened house.

“We’re just going to look inside,” Lily said, 
her voice tight. “That’s it.”

Maggie took the lead, stepping carefully 
across the overgrown yard. The others 
followed, their flashlights sweeping across 
the ground as they moved closer to the 
cabin. As they reached the porch, the 
wooden steps creaked under their weight.

Lily hesitated at the front door. It looked fragile, like it might fall apart 
if she touched it. But when she pressed her hand against it, the door 
swung open easily, revealing a dark, musty interior. The atmosphere 
was thick—a blend of decay, nature reclaiming the space, and time 
standing still. The air inside was chilly, and dust particles floated in the 
beams of their flashlights. The room was mostly empty, except for an 
old rocking chair in the corner, which swayed slightly as they entered.

“See? Nothing here,” Chris said, though his voice didn’t sound as 
confident as usual.

Just as they were about to leave, something darted across the floor—a 
black cat, its yellow eyes gleaming in the dark. It hissed at them, its back 
arched and its tail tall and sharp, before disappearing into the shadows.

Maggie laughed nervously. “Just a cat, guys.”
Continued on page 24
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But Lily’s stomach was doing flips. There was something about that cat 
and the cabin, something that didn’t feel right. “Let’s just get out of 
here,” she said, her voice shaking a little.

As if on cue, the door slammed shut behind them with a loud bang. 
The temperature in the room dropped instantly, and a low, eerie 
humming sound filled the air. Lily’s heart raced as she turned toward 
the door, but it wouldn’t budge. It was like something—or someone—
was holding it shut.

“Did you hear that?” Maggie whispered, with fear in her voice.

The humming grew louder, 
and then they saw 
it: carved into the 
floorboards beneath 
their feet was a strange 
symbol glowing in 
the darkness. The cat 
reappeared, slowly 
circling the symbol on the 
floor, its eyes locked on 
the group.

Lily froze, her eyes wide open, as the 
room came alive around 
them. The rocking chair in 
the corner began to move, creaking back and forth faster and faster, 
as if someone were sitting in it. The humming turned into whispering 
voices, soft but growing louder, filling the cabin with strange, 
unintelligible words.

Suddenly, the lights from their flashlights flickered and went out, 
plunging the room into darkness.

“Seriously? Now?” Jordan muttered, fumbling with his flashlight. He 
smacked it a few times, trying to get it to work. The cat let out a loud 
hiss, and then, as if things couldn’t get more scarey, the floor beneath 
them began to vibrate.

“What... is... happening?” Chris said, his voice trembling. The floorboards 
shifted under their feet, making them feel like they were on a boat 
rocking on rough seas.

Then it started—the giggling. Not just any giggling. No, this was that 
creepy, echoing kind of laugh you hear in nightmares. The kind that 
makes your skin crawl.

“Who’s laughing?” Maggie asked, her voice wavering.

Just as the words left her mouth, the giggling intensified, bouncing 
around the room like it was coming from every direction. Then, out of 
nowhere, one of the witches popped up behind Jordan.

“Marco!” she screeched, grinning from ear to ear.

Jordan froze as if trying to process what was happening. Before he 
could move, another witch appeared on the opposite side of the room, 
her long nose wrinkled in glee.

“Polo!” she cackled, her voice shrill, echoing off the cabin walls.

The kids looked at each other, confused. Was this some sort of 
trick? Before they could figure it out, the witches were playing full-
blown Marco Polo—darting in and out of shadows, calling out “Marco!” 
and “Polo!” in voices that alternated between screeches and giggles.

Maggie stood rooted in place, blinking rapidly. “Are they... are they 
playing games with us?”

Lily swallowed hard, not sure if she should laugh or scream. “I—I think so?”

Suddenly, one of the witches, her long black robe swirling behind her, 
snuck up behind Chris and leaned in close. With a sloppy wet lick of her 
tongue and a quick swipe of her hand, she gave him the world’s most 
unexpected wet willy—jamming her long witchy finger into his ear.

“Ahhhh!” Chris yelled, jumping a foot in the air and slapping at his ear 
like a bee had stung him. “What the heck? Did you just... did you just 
give me a wet willy?”

The witch cackled loudly, twirling around in a circle. “Just a bit of fun!” 
she sang. Then she added in a 

deep, ominous voice, “Or is 
it a... witch willy?”  

She winked and 
cackled again.

Jordan, trying to 
process what was 

happening, turned to  
the others.  
“Is this real life?”

Before anyone 
could answer, 
another witch 
swooped in with a 

maniacal grin and, with a lightning-fast tug, gave Maggie the most epic 
wedgie of all time. Maggie let out a screech, hopping up and down in a 
mix of confusion and discomfort.

“Why?!” Maggie wailed, pulling at her twisted underwear while the 
witch happily danced around laughing at Maggie.

Lily couldn’t stop herself—she burst out laughing. Not the nervous, 
scared kind of laugh, but real, deep belly laughs. The kind that make 
your stomach hurt. “This is ridiculous!” she gasped between giggles.

But the witches weren’t done. One of them snuck up behind Jordan and 
whispered in his ear, “Why did the witch break up with her boyfriend?”

Jordan, filled with confusion, stammered, “Wh—why?”

The witch paused dramatically, then hissed, “Because he couldn’t spell!” 
She burst into hysterical laughter, practically rolling on the floor as she 
cackled at her own joke.

Jordan stood there, mouth open, utterly bewildered. “What... what is 
even happening?”

As if on cue, the witches all stopped their antics and gathered in a circle, 
holding hands. They began to chant in playful voices, skipping around 
the kids like they were playing a twisted version of Ring Around  
the Rosie.

“Laugh with us! Play with us! We’re not here to spook you!”

They skipped and twirled, occasionally flicking the kids on the nose or 
ruffling their hair. Chris tried not to laugh, still rubbing his ear from the 
wet willy. Jordan was recovering from the terrible joke while Maggie 
desperately attempted to fix her wedgie.

Then, without warning, the witches stopped dancing. The giggling 
faded, replaced by a silence. They all stared at the kids, their eyes 
glowing eerily in the darkness.

THE WITCHES OF MUNDS PARK
Continued from page 23

Continued on page 27
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Witch
Pumpkin
Ghost
Spider
Broomstick
Skeleton
Bat
Haunted
Moon
Candy

Mummy
Mask
Vampire
Trick
Treat
Monster
Cauldron
Lantern
Zombie
Cobweb

HALLOWEEN WORD SEARCH
Search up, down, forward, backward, diagonal to find the hidden words. 
Answers page 38.

HIDDEN PICTURES Solutions Page 30



View properties at ValentineGroupAZ.com

FEATURED PROPERTIES

THE IMPORTANCE OF STRONG VENDOR RELATIONSHIPS FOR BUSINESS SUCCESS

$575,000
620 Turkey Trail 

Munds Park, AZ 86017

3 Bed, 1.5 Bath 2 car garage, wrap 
around deck, vaulted ceilings, massive 
corner lot. Fully functioning vacation 
rental.

$1,550,000
17445 Sequoia 

Munds Park, AZ 86017

Canyon Lot with incredible views, near 
3100 sq ft, 4 bdrms, 3 baths, nearly 
800 sq ft of decks, 2 car garage. New 
construction plans complete.

$75k Below Market
1650 W Willow

Phoenix
Investor special. Great rental property, needs 
renovation and updating. 3/2 large corner 
lot Below $400,000.

65 Campfire
Munds Park, AZ 86017

Spec home design complete just over 2000 
sq ft 4/2 with 2 car garage. Plans approved 
and complete or purchase the dirt. Call or 
text for details.

In business, relationships are everything. Whether you’re a small startup 
or a well-established company, the partnerships you cultivate with your 
vendors can significantly impact your success. At Valentine Group and 
Wende’s company, Boss Lady Red, we understand the value of strong 
vendor relationships and how they can contribute to your business’s 
growth and sustainability.

Vendor relationships go beyond mere transactions; they are strategic 
partnerships that can provide your business with a competitive edge. 
Here’s why fostering strong vendor relationships is crucial:

1. Reliability and Consistency - A solid relationship with your vendors 
ensures they deliver quality products and services consistently. This 
reliability helps your business operations run smoothly, reducing the 
risk of disruptions and delays that can affect your bottom line.

2. Better Pricing and Terms - Strong vendor relationships often lead to 
better pricing and more favorable terms. Vendors are more likely to offer 
discounts, flexible payment options, and other incentives to businesses 
they trust. This can result in significant cost savings and improved cash 
flow for your business.

3. Access to Innovation - Vendors who see you as a valued partner are more 
likely to share new products, services, and technologies with you before 
they become widely available. This early access can give your business a 
competitive advantage and help you stay ahead of industry trends.

4. Enhanced Support and Service - A strong vendor relationship means 
you can expect exceptional customer service and support. Vendors who 
value your partnership will go the extra mile to address your needs and 
provide personalized solutions.

5. Collaborative Problem Solving - When challenges arise, having a trusted 
vendor partner makes a difference. Strong relationships foster open 
communication and collaboration, allowing you to work together to find 
effective solutions.

At Valentine Group & BLR, we prioritize building and maintaining 
strong relationships with our vendors. We believe these partnerships are 
essential to delivering the best possible service to our clients and achieving 
long-term success. Here are a few tips for cultivating strong vendor 
relationships:

 � Communicate Regularly: Keep the lines of communication open 
with your vendors. Regular check-ins help build trust and ensure 
both parties are aligned on expectations and goals.

 � Be Transparent: Honesty and transparency are key to any 
successful partnership. Share your business needs, challenges, 
and feedback openly with your vendors.

 � Show Appreciation: Recognize and appreciate your vendors’ 
efforts. A simple thank you or acknowledgment can go a long way 
in strengthening your relationship.

 � Pay on Time: Timely payments demonstrate your reliability and 
respect for your vendors’ business, setting the foundation for 
negotiating better terms in the future.

By prioritizing strong vendor relationships, your business can enjoy 
the benefits of reliability, cost savings, innovation, and exceptional 
support. For reliable vendor recommendations, visit our website at www.
valentinegroupaz.com/vendors. Let’s work together to create a thriving 
business community built on trust and collaboration.
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The tallest witch stepped forward, her grin stretching unnaturally wide. “Now, 
children,” she said, her voice suddenly low and menacing, “it’s time for the real fun.”

The kids froze. All the playfulness from moments ago vanished, replaced by a thick 
tension that filled the cabin.

The witch leaned in closer, her bony finger pointed right at Lily. “Do you know what 
we like to do after our games?” she asked, her voice dripping with malice.

Lily, swallowing hard, shook her head. “N-no...”

The witch’s smile faded entirely. The silence was unbearable. And then, in a flash,  
her grin returned, wider than ever.

“We take a nap!” she screeched, throwing her hands in the air as the other  
witches laughed.

Before anyone could react, the witches yawned dramatically and, collapsed in a heap 
of black robes, and began snoring loudly.

The kids stood there, utterly puzzled. The witches—who moments ago had been 
giving them wedgies and playing creepy games—were now passed out snoring.

“What... just... happened?” Chris asked. “I have no idea,” Lily said, barely holding  
back a giggle.

“Can we leave now?” Maggie asked, tugging at her underwear, feeling confused.

Without another word, the kids bolted for the door, stumbling over each other in 
their rush to get out. As they fled down the path, they could still hear the faint sound 
of snoring coming from the cabin.

They didn’t stop running until they reached the street, their hearts pounding and their 
legs aching. When they turned back to look at the cabin, it was silent, still, and dark.

Lily glanced at her friends. They were a mess—hair ruffled, clothes disheveled, and 
all looked like they’d 
just been through the 
strangest nightmare ever. 
But then, one by one, 
they all started to laugh. 
Real, genuine laughter. 
Because how could they 
not? They’d just been 
tormented by witches who 
played Marco Polo and 
told terrible jokes.

“Are we... are we actually 
laughing right now?” 
Maggie asked, still 
holding her stomach from 
laughing so hard.

“Yeah,” Chris said, wiping 
tears from his eyes. “I 
mean, who gets a wet 
willy from  
a witch?”

As they laughed about 
the ridiculousness of it all, 
Lily knew one thing: she 
would never forget this 
Halloween!

THE WITCHES OF MUNDS PARK
Continued from page 24

Carpentry 
Decks 
Eaves 
Fascia 

Gutters 
Painting 

Sheetrock 
Siding 

Skirting 
Trim 

Davis and DavisContracting
Interior & Exterior Residential Services

Call for an Estimate Today!

(928) 814-2066
www.davisanddaviscontracting.com

Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC#302711

Davis and DavisContracting
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Visit Our Showroom
1000 E Butler Ave, Suite 104 

Flagsta� , AZ 86001

We provide exceptional service and competitive 
wholesale prices to a range of clients including 
contractors, builders, designers, homeowners, 
DIY enthusiasts, and handyman services.

For all your � ooring needs including turf!

(928) 526-1341
� agsta� wholesale� ooring.com

8 Waterproof LVP in stock 
for ONLY $2.39/sqft—

limited supply!

Flagsta� ’s Finest, Serving Munds Park & Rimrock Too!
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LICENSED & INSURED • ROC#152821
www.matconstructionincyuma.com

CALL, TEXT, OR EMAIL  
FOR A FREE ESTIMATE!

Mike Tucker  928-919-0755
Adam Tucker  928-919-4581

Email: matcon55555@msn.com

OVER 40 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE • COMPETITIVE PRICING

From Foundation 
To Framing

To Finish work
We will take care of you!

Remodeling • Painting • Decks & Outdoor Grills 

I thought we had come to promenade with the locals, but instead, WE were 
the promenade, and the locals were watching US! I learned later that the 
Fiesta Amigos had been processing in the Day of the Dead parade for years.
Locals reached out to touch my arm and then pointed to the flowers in my 
hair. “Que bonita,” I heard several times. Some of those standing curbside 
were dressed in Muertos attire, and I stopped to ask if I could take their 
picture. They would nod solemnly, and I would snap the photo.
We walked for blocks, snaking through the alleyways of historic Mazatlán, 
until we reached the Malecon, one of the longest boardwalks in the world.  
It was an incredible experience, and I am sure to tell stories about it for 
years to come.
Make your own stories in Mazatlán during Dia de los Muertos 
commemorations from October 31-November 2 or carnival in March 2025. 
http://mazatlanvisit.com/mazatlan-carnival.html.

“UNSTOPPABLE Stacey” Wittig invites you to visit her website, where 
this article is archived, along with another story, What is the Difference 
Between Day of the Dead and Halloween? She encourages questions and 
comments at UnstoppableStaceyTravel.com/contact.

TRAVEL
Continued from page 19

old tobacco and cheap aftershave. Some claim to hear footsteps fading  
down the hall, but no matter how quickly they move to catch him, there’s  
no one there.
It’s after the door closes that the real unease begins to crawl in. Long after 
you’ve shut the door, the silence feels heavier. You sit, staring at the wood, 
certain you’ll hear it again. Your breath comes faster, your heart pounds, 
and you swear, you swear, there’s someone still out there, just waiting. The 
next knock never comes, but the feeling stays. Long after you’ve left the 
hotel, you can still smell the faint trace of tobacco, and in your dreams, 
you’ll hear that quiet knock, fearing the bellboy has followed you home.
Room 306 doesn’t cradle sorrow—it seethes with the vengeful spirits of 
two murdered women. Men who stay there often describe an unexpected 
warmth in the air, something unsettlingly inviting, like an old lover pulling 
them close. It’s subtle at first, slipping in as they drift between sleep and 
wakefulness. They feel the sheets shift, soft fingers brushing along their 
skin, teasing—just a hint of presence, like someone settling in beside them. 
There’s a sigh, barely audible, and warm breath along their neck, almost 
seductive, luring them deeper into the haze of sleep.
But then, slowly, the warmth fades. What once felt inviting turns cold, so 
cold it burrows deep into their bones, and those light, teasing touches? They 
change. They become firm, almost possessive, lingering far too long. The 
sense of being watched grows heavier by the second. The playful sensation 
curdles into something darker, more threatening. It’s not just a haunting 
now—it’s a warning.
They wake up soaked in sweat, hearts racing, every shadow in the room 
feeling too alive, too close. Whatever presence shared the bed with them 
doesn’t vanish when the lights come on. It’s a bitter mix of desire and dread, 
following them long after they leave, a shadow they can’t escape.
In the dim corridors and echoing rooms of the Hotel Monte Vista, the line 
between reality and legend is as thin as a shadow in the dark. Believe what 
you will—fact, fiction, or something in between—but once the night falls, 
the past has a way of creeping in, uninvited. Whether you hear the knock 
at your door or feel the whisper of fingers trailing across your skin, one 
thing is certain: the spirits of Monte Vista are waiting, and they don’t care 
whether you believe or not.

GHOSTLY TALES
Continued from page 21
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE
Created by Paul Mason • Solution Page 38

ACROSS
1. Wolf’s sound
5. Vast chasm
10. Tramp
14. Iris holder
15. 747, e.g.
16. Word-of-mouth
17. Brewer’s yeast
18. Talk at length
19. No longer working: Abbr.
20. A warm lined padded bag 
to sleep in, especially when 
camping.
23. Ransack
24. Halloween bagful
28. Beautician, at times
31. Waikiki wear
32. “We ___ People . . .”
33. The belief that the universe 
and the various forms of life 
were created by God out of 
nothing
36. Material for a whitesmith
37. Icy coating
38. ___ few rounds
39. Plane-jumping G.I.
40. Mimic
41. Picasso or Rembrandt
45. Starter’s need
46. Top gun
47. “Jane Eyre” author
48. Ghost
50. Fedora feature
51. Not able to be pacified, 
placated, or satisfied.
57. Archaeological find
60. There’s one right and left 
of center
61. Steel ingredient

62. Wicked
63. Think out loud
64. Aromatic ointment
65. Over hill and ___
66. Nostrils
67. “___ only”

DOWN
1. Major airports, e.g.
2. Track shape
3. “As you ___”
4. Gill parts
5. Deductive
6. Needing sharpening
7. Yin’s opposite
8. Nose-in-the-air type
9. U. S. Vice Presidents are their 
presidents.
10. Trigger, for one
11. You can dig it
12. Dracula, at times
13. Vintage
21. Yeats or Keats
22. Hardly rosy
25. Reach
26. Craving
27. It has 100 seats
28. Rawboned animals
29. Foil
30. Dweller on the Red Sea
31. Pinocchio, at times
34. Shrek, e.g.
35. “___ so fast!”
39. Compound once thought 
to cause food poisoning
41. Hurt
42. Stop-sign shape
43. Rubs the wrong way
44. Flower with a bulb

49. Moscow money
50. Swiss capital
52. Insect stage
53. Au ___
54. Petting zoo sound
55. Handed-down history
56. Concludes
57. “The Mary Tyler Moore 
Show” character
58. Egg cells
59. “Thanks a ___!”

HIDDEN PICTURES
Solutions

Birds of Munds Park  
Quiz Solutions

1: American Robin; 2: American Goldfinch; 3: Black Phoebe; 4: High 
elevations in Arizona and New Mexico; 5: Monitoring program; 6: 
Osprey; 7: Dark-eyed Junco; American Kestrel; 9: 13; 10: Blue Nuthatch

Liquor to go!

GOOD FOOD

OPEN
Sunday - Tuesday & Thursday 7am - 8pm  

Wednesday CLOSED, Friday & Saturday 7am - 9pm

65 Pinewood Boulevard • Munds Park, AZ • (928) 286-0332

Breakfast, lunch & dinner!
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40 Apache  
Spectacular, one-of-a-kind chalet on nearly an acre of usable land 

with a view of the golf course. Six bedrooms, four baths, three 
car garage, plenty of parking and over 4500 square feet of living 

space. Custom built and quality throughout. Separate lock-o�  
apartment. Comes mostly furnished.

Nancy Shelton
Associate Broker

928-856-0152
NancySheltonRealtor@gmail.com

Scan to see 
property details 

and photos.

The winner of the Pinewood Mens Golf Association Individual odd/even 
event held on August 24th was Rick Schmidgall.

Women’s Golf Association
2024 Club Championship Results:   
Anita Britton – OVERALL  
CLUB CHAMPION!
Flight #1: Megan Reeves, 1st place; Patty 
Frey, 2nd place; Robin Alvarez, 3rd place
Flight #2: Norma Dokken, 1st place; Maggie 
Edwards, 2nd place; Andy Harper, 3rd place
Flight #3: Margaret Dyekman, 1st place;  
Pat Cole, 2nd place; Vicki Day, 3rd place
Flight #4: Deb Webster, 1st place; Kara Reddell, 2nd place;  
Afton Trail, 3rd place

The team representing the Pinewood Men’s Golf Association was the 
Champion in the season long Rim Cup Matches. Pictured is Head Golf 
Professional Brian Obillo and many of the members who participated in 
the matches versus other Northern Arizona clubs.

Jim Peterson defended his title as The Men’s Club Champion. 
Congratulations to Jim for another outstanding performance.

CLUB LIFE

PROTECT YOUR HOME 
WITH ELDEN GUTTERS

Professional seamless gutter and leaf filter installation, 
along with gutter cleanout services, are offered  

across Northern Arizona.

Experience high quality, hometown care.

For a FREE estimate, contact Dan 
928-699-9277 or eldengutters@outlook.com

eldengutters.com
Licensed, Insured & Bonded
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CAVCO HOMES
OVER 100 HAPPY CUSTOMERS 

IN MUNDS PARK!

$145,900
(Prices subject to change)

• Standard 12’ x 27’ 
covered deck 

• Dual pane windows
• Solid wood cabinets doors 

& drawer fronts
• Carpet Install
• 50’ utility room
• Tape and textured walls T/O
• Drywall close o� 
• 8” tall � at ceilings

$112,900
(Prices subject to change)

• 8” tall � at ceilings
• Walk-in shower with 

glass door
• Dual pane windows
• Solid wood cabinets 

doors & drawer fronts
• Carpet Install
• 50’ utility room
• Tape & textured walls T/O
• Drywall close o� 

• FREE on site estimates
• Price includes delivery & set-up 

in Munds Park
• Local representative in 

Munds Park
• Semi Custom Orders 
• 100s of � oor plans to choose from
• Remove your old home and install 

new Cavco Home
• 60, 80lb roof load available

• Fast turn around time. 
Usual move in time is 10-days 
from delivery

• Experienced in helping with 
insurance home replacements

• We take care of all permits and 
inspections at no extra cost

• Land � nancing available without 
home purchase

• RV trades welcome
• FINANCING AVAILABLE

www.AzResortHomes.com
TOLL FREE 1-800-352-3279 • 1-623-546-2045

13437 Westgate Dr • Surprise, AZ 85378

See model at Model Home Center 
Bell & Grand Ave.

FEATURES

See model at Model Home Center 
Bell & Grand Ave.

CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE TODAY
Call Ken at 623-680-2345

For information • Lock Box Code

UNLOCK YOUR HOME’S
TRUE POTENTIAL

At High Caliber Construction, we believe every home holds 
untapped potential. Our home remodeling services aren’t just 
about updating an old look—it’s about discovering and revealing 
what your space can truly become. Beyond mere aesthetics, our 
team delves into understanding how you live, ensuring the result 
is a harmonious blend of form and function.

What sets us apart is our unwavering commitment to service 
excellence and quality. Our goal is to lead you in navigating your 
home’s constraints and maximizing your home’s potential.

LET’S BUILD TOGETHER
928-526-2156 • SALES@HCNAZ.COM • HCNAZ.COM

  KITCHEN & BATH REMODELS

  NEW & REFURBISHED DECKS

  ADDITIONS

  OUTBUILDINGS & AduS

  custom homes

  full service electrical
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WOODLAND RENOVATIONS
Remodel and Repair Contractor

Additions
Decks

Minor Plumbing
Electrical

Sliding Windows
Doors

Interior & Exterior 
Remodels

Drywall & Drywall  
Repair

Call Larry McCoy (928) 814-9542
Munds Park Resident for 29 years

Licensed • Bonded • Insured

Dear Pinewood,
I’ve lived in Munds Park full-time for a while now, and I really cherish 
the peace and quiet, especially in the off-season when things calm 
down. But there’s this constant tension between those of us who are 
here year-round and the part-timers, especially the ones who come 
up on weekends to party. They bring a lot of noise and often leave a 
mess behind, and it sometimes feels like they don’t respect the fact that 
people actually live here. How can we bridge this divide and maintain 
a sense of community when so many treat Munds Park like their 
personal getaway, without considering those of us who call it home?

—Divided in the Pines

Dear Pinewood
Real Talk, Real Advice for Mountain Living

Got a problem that needs solving? 
Whether it’s a neighborly dilemma or general advice, Pinewood is here to help. 

Send your queries to Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com, and you just might find the 
answer in our next issue—don’t worry, all identities will remain anonymous.

Dear Divided in the Pines,
Ah, the age-old story—full-timers and part-timers living side by side in 
the forest. The clash? Inevitable. But here’s something I’ve learned from 
my years roaming these woods: fighting it won’t help, and complaining 
on Facebook? Well, that does nothing but bring your fellow neighbors 
down with negativity. It spreads like wildfire, and before you know it, 
the peace you’re craving is even further away.
Now, you want to keep your calm, right? Try meeting them halfway. 
We’re all here because we love these mountains—whether it’s for the 

quiet solitude or a bit of weekend fun. Find that common ground. A 
friendly chat, maybe over a drink by the fire, can work wonders. Most 
folks don’t even realize they’re being disruptive. And when they do? 
They tend to dial it down—after all, they came here to relax too, not stir 
up tension.
But here’s the thing: expecting them to treat Munds Park like a 
meditation retreat is asking for trouble. Balance, my friend. Sometimes 
it’s about recognizing that peace means different things to different 
people. And if all else fails, those noise-canceling gadgets? Trust me, 
they’re as useful as a strong pair of antlers during rutting season.
So, seek that balance, stand your ground with kindness, and remember—
weekends come and go, but that first cup of coffee on a Monday morning, 
when the forest is quiet once more? That’s Munds Park magic.

— Pinewood
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Lynlee PlumbingInc.

LICENSED AND INSURED • ROC#333720

Friendly & Excellent Service
Dedicated to Making Your Home 

Comfortable & Safe.
Our Services:

 Expert Water Heater Solutions 
 Water Softening Systems

 Shut Off Valve Installations
 Professional Re-piping

 Leak Fixes

Call Brian Today!
(928) 257-1441
www.lynleeplumbing.com
Serving Munds Park & Flagstaff

RESTORATION CLEANUP EXPERTS
Trust Titan for home and commercial 
restoration. We handle water and fire 

damage, wind damage, mold removal, 
biohazard cleanup, and more.

CONTACT US TODAY

928-328-1348
SERVICE 24/7

LELAND ROOFING
30 Years of Service

Residential & Commercial
Shingles • Repairs • Flat Decks

Snow Removal

Call for a FREE Estimate Today
Jeff Leland Owner

Cell (928) 699-8517
Of� ce (928) 226-8175

SERVING ALL OF NORTHERN ARIOZNA
ROC# 178580 Class K42 • Bonded • Insured
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OCTOBER HOROSCOPE BY CAKE

Aries, March 21 - April 20
October will challenge your 
natural drive for action, Aries. 
You’ll need to rely heavily on your 
instincts this month. Whether it’s 
in your career, personal life, or 
financial choices, that initial gut 
feeling is the one to follow. 

If something feels off, don’t doubt it. Your 
ability to sense what’s right will keep you on 
course. Trust your internal compass, and let it 
guide you confidently through the choices you 
face. This is a time to act on what you already 
know deep down.

Leo, July 23 - August 22
October asks you to do something 
out of character, Leo: shut off 
the noise and step back from the 
constant attention. Your love for 
being in the spotlight may be 
dimmed by the media overload 
that’s been draining your energy. 

Kill the TV, step away from social media, 
and focus on what truly makes you happy. 
By pulling away from distractions, you’ll 
reconnect with your creative fire and find joy in 
things that bring you genuine fulfillment.

Sagittarius, Nov 23 - Dec 21
Sagittarius, October will present 
you with choices that might not 
be the easiest or most popular, 
but that’s okay. Don’t fear taking 
the less-traveled route—it’s where 
you’ll find the most growth. 
Whether it’s in your career or 

personal life, choosing the path that feels right 
to you, even if others don’t understand it, will 
lead to greater fulfillment. You’ve never been 
one to follow the crowd, and this month will 
remind you that your own way is the best way. 
to you.

Taurus, April 21 - May 20
This October, Taurus, it’s time to 
disconnect from the endless loop 
of media. You thrive in peaceful, 
grounded spaces, but the constant 
buzz from the news and social 
media is pulling you away from 
your natural balance. Pull 

back from the distractions, find your calm, and 
reconnect with what truly matters. Whether it’s 
spending time in nature or simply enjoying a 
quiet moment, clearing your head will give you 
the mental clarity you’ve been missing. Peace 
returns when you unplug.

Virgo, August 23 - September 22
Virgo, you’re naturally analytical, 
but this October, instead of 
trying to absorb everything all 
at once, focus on micro-learning. 
Whether it’s a new skill for work 
or a personal hobby, narrow your 
attention to small, intentional 

bits of knowledge rather than overwhelming 
yourself with information. This approach 
will give you more satisfaction than endless 
scrolling. Focus on growth in manageable 
chunks—you’ll feel more accomplished when 
you direct your energy purposefully.

Capricorn, Dec 22 - Jan 20
Capricorn, October is a time to 
protect your focus. The world is 
loud with opinions and endless 
advice, but don’t let people or 
media tell you how to think. 
You’ve built your success through 
careful planning and hard work—

stick to that. Trust your own judgment and 
don’t be swayed by the noise around you. This 
month, you’ll find greater success when you 
block out the external distractions and rely on 
your own sense of direction.

Gemini, May 21 - June 21
October invites you, Gemini, to 
question everything around you. 
Times are tricky right now, and 
not everything is as it seems. Your 
natural curiosity is your best tool 
to figure out what’s real and what’s 
not. Whether it’s in conversations

with friends, at work, or in the news, be 
discerning and ask the tough questions. 
You’ll find that what’s presented to you may 
not always match the truth, and your ability 
to dig deeper will help you navigate through 
confusion this month.

Aquarius, Jan 21 - Feb 18
Aquarius, you pride yourself on 
being independent and original, 
but this October, you may feel 
pressure to conform. Resist the 
urge to follow the crowd and stick 
to what makes you unique. Don’t 
be a sheep this month. Whether 

in your career, social circles, or personal life, 
you’re at your best when you’re blazing your 
own trail. Trust your own ideas, even if they go 
against the grain. Being true to yourself will 
bring the most satisfaction.

Libra, September 23 - October 22
Libra, your search for balance 
and harmony is under siege by 
the constant stream of media this 
October. It’s time to step away 
from the noise and find your peace 
elsewhere. Turn off the news and 
get outside—whether in nature or 

in a quiet place that calms your mind. This 
month, the answers you seek aren’t on a screen; 
they’re in the stillness of the world around you. 
By clearing your head, you’ll find the balance 
that’s been missing. soul, and let go of the 
external noise. Your intuition will lead you to 
the balance you crave.

Scorpio, Oct 23 - Nov 22
You’re sharp, Scorpio, and this 
October, your natural ability to 
detect when something isn’t right 
will be put to the test. If someone’s 
words or actions don’t match their 
intentions, trust your gut—your 
instincts are spot-on. Whether 

in relationships or at work, don’t be afraid to 
follow that feeling if you sense dishonesty. You 
have an innate ability to uncover the truth, 
so don’t second-guess yourself this month. If 
something seems off, it probably is.

Pisces, Feb 19 - March 20
Pisces, you’re naturally sensitive 
and intuitive, but this October is 
the time to tap into your courage. 
Have no fear in pursuing what 
feels right for you, even if the path 
ahead looks uncertain. Trust that 
your instincts will guide you 

through any challenges. Whether in 
relationships or work, stepping forward with 
confidence will reveal opportunities that 
weren’t visible before. Don’t let doubts or fears 
hold you back—you’re more than capable of 
navigating whatever comes your way.

Cancer, June 22 - July 22
Emotional security is what you 
value most, Cancer, but this 
October, you may need to make 
some tough choices to protect it. 
Don’t shy away from making those 
hard decisions, even if they 

feel daunting. You know what’s best for you and 
your loved ones, so don’t let fear hold you back. 
Whether in relationships or work, making these 
decisions now will build a stronger foundation 
for your future. Trust your ability to handle 
what comes your way.

Astrology has been a part of human history for millennia. Ancient Babylonians first mapped the stars to predict seasonal changes and celestial events. Egyptians 
aligned their pyramids with the stars, seeing them as gateways to the divine. The Greeks, including philosophers like Plato and Ptolemy, further developed 

astrological theories, integrating them into their understanding of the universe. During the Middle Ages, astrology thrived in Europe, influencing everything from 
medicine to politics. Today, astrology continues to be a tool for self-reflection, connecting us to the ancient wisdom of the stars and the cycles of life.
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CLEANING

HANDY SERVICES

FOOSE HOME REPAIR - SERVICING MUNDS PARK & RIMROCK
 928-456-3413 • fooserepairs@protonmail.com

www.foosehomerepairs.com - Not a licensed Contractor -

HOUSE CLEANING & PET GROOMING
By Foose’s Christian Mobile Service

602-621-2903 • Foosemobile@keemail.me

CLASSIFIEDS
Contact us at 928-286-9827 or 

Hello@ThePinewoodNews.com

HAULING

ELECTRICAL

MIRACLES ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS
Munds Park Local • ROC#317085

747-218-1060 OR 818-248-1240

15 YARD DUMPSTER RENTAL
The local choice with a professional touch.

480-532-3084 • www.azgoodfellas.com

NEW & RE-ROOFS
SHINGLES • METAL • PORCH ROOFS

REPAIRS 
CHIMNEY & SKYLIGHT LEAKS  

ICE DAMS • VENTILATION

Contact Steve Lemons

(928) 707-1024
EssentialRoofingCompany@gmail.com

Munds Park Resident Since 1980
Bonded & Insured | License ROC 198120

WINTERIZE YOUR CABIN!
Be Safe, Just in Case

PINEWOOD PLUMBING
Dependable and Reliable Service 

For all Your Plumbing Needs!
Service & Repairs • Drain Cleaning
Winterization • Kitchens & Baths

CALL 
Greg Holley, Owner

(928) 600-6172

Not a Licensed Contractor

SUMMIT PAINTING LLC
Professional Interior & Exterior Painting Services

CALL 928-853-7475

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Snow Removal • Tree & Yard Work • Hauling • Plumbing • Carpentry

CALL JOHN 928-951-6532 - Not a licensed Contractor -

JOSE
Pine Needle Clean Up • Yard Work • Cut Firewood & Stack

CALL 928-514-9901

THE HANDY DANDY MAN PETE
Home Repairs • Local • Professional • Dependable

CALL 928-542-6387

Over 30 years of 
expertise in every 
aspect of drywall, 
specializing in:
• Drywall patching
• Repairs
• Fire & Water Damage
• Anger Damage
• Remodeling

Tim Daulton
(928) 853-6959

tim@azallprodrywall.com
Licensed • Bonded • AZ ROC 329121
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MIKE’S FLOOR COVERING
Commercial, Residential & Houseboat Flooring
Free Estimates • Ceramic • Carpet • Vinyl Plank • Hardwood

(928) 699-3655
weimaster1@msn.com

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM!

4025 E Huntington Drive, Suite 120 • Flagstaff, AZ 86004
Munds Park Resident for 24 Years! • Licensed • Bonded • Insured • ROC206317

Arizona North  
Tree Service

Hazardous tree removal and  
tree trimming for over 19 years. 

Services Include:
• Dead Wooding

• Tree Thinning
• Tree Pruning 

• Wildfire Fuel Reduction

Call Mike Welch Today  
for a FREE Estimate

928-286-2522
AZNorthTree.com

Licensed, Insured, reliable   
& professional service.

GET THE BEST RESULTS FOR YOUR TREES
Call Mario & Mario Landscaping & Tree Service!

TREE PRUNING We prune according to your and the 
tree’s needs, removing deadwood, raising the canopy, and 
promoting a healthy tree and growth.

TREE REMOVAL When trees need removal for health 
proximity or safety reasons, we will carefully and safely 
remove your trees.

TREE INSTALLATION Want to plant a new tree? Rely on 
Mario and Mario to help choose the most productive and 
aesthetically pleasing spot for it.  

Mario and Mario  
Landscaping & Tree Service

(928) 282-3118

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • ROC# 165704

We offer experienced and qualified 
tree services throughout all of  

Munds Park and surrounding areas.

DO YOU KNOW 
WHERE YOUR 
KEYS ARE?
CALL
Bill’s Lock Shop
(928) 699-8868
Serving Munds Park

Just Moved?
Re-keying is the safest 
thing to do!

Ask about a lock  
check-up!

LICENSED • BONDED • INSURED • ROC#336088

Safe Shower & Bath offers home plumbing services and 
bathroom remodeling. All quotes are good for 60-days and 

we encourage you to get more quotes!

Package includes Moen rough in valve trim kit, curtain rod, 3 
cultured marble panels to approximately 78” above sub-floor. 

30” x 60” low profile pan and a 24” grab bar.

Call, Text or Email

(928) 499-1843
azsafeshower@gmail.com • www.arizonasafeshower.com

Only $4,250!
Bath to Shower Conversion

SPECIAL FOR MUNDS PARK  
& RIMROCK!

arizonasafeshower.com



Crossword
Solutions

WORD SEARCH
Solutions

SUDOKU
Solutions

MUNDS PARK COMMUNITY CHURCH

Church Services
Sunday, 10:45 am • 17670 S Munds Ranch Rd

For more information about our church go to our website, mpcc.church.

KIDS WORD SEARCH
Solutions

IT IS THE REAL DEAL
By Steve Bowyer
By now most all of you have heard I was given a tough diagnosis last 
week. I spent two weeks in Mayo Hospital waiting for a diagnosis then 
beginning treatment. I will not even try to write it out. I still cannot 
pronounce it. Just suffice to say, when the doctor looks you in the eye 
and says, “You have a rare, incurable kidney disease.” It will knock the 
wind out of your sails.
I do not know what my new normal will be. I have always been active. 
And I think I will be able to get back to my Peloton bike in a few weeks 
and back on the golf course next summer. The biggest adjustments 
I must make is my new diet and since they suppressed my immune 
system and cannot shake hands with anyone anymore nor hug anyone. 
Do you know how hard that will be for me?
And speaking of hard things, my diet is incredibly restrictive. No more 
bacon double cheeseburgers. No more French fries. Several fruits and 
vegetables that we have all been taught are good for us have things in 
them I cannot eat. I got to go to “In-N-Out” once. The holidays will be a 
challenge. There is nothing on our Thanksgiving menu I can have. Well, 
the doctor said I can have one bite of everything. Smoked turkey, green 
bean casserole, yams, buttery mashed potatoes and gravy, yeast roles 
and pie. And, to top everything off, I can only have 1.5 liter of liquid of 
any kind per day.
Many have asked me how I feel about all this. The truth is, it is sobering. 
But if I want to put off dialysis as long as possible, even forever, then I 
must discipline myself to stick to the regimen. One of the memes that 
came across my Facebook when I was in Mayo said, “There is pain in 
discipline and pain in regret. But the pain of regret is 100 times worse.”
When my friends have gone through something like this, when 
appropriate, I tell them they have a choice to make. You can live a life of 
regret for everything you cannot have now. Or you can live a life being 
grateful for everything you do have.
Sara has worked very hard to learn how to prepare my meals now. Two 
of my kids came to visit and helped with research reading nutrition 
labels and creating a spreadsheet of all the foods I can have and what 
is in them so we can keep track. I could not do this without Sara or my 
kids helping. I am extremely grateful for them.
Even more than my family, what I have because of my faith in Jesus 
buoys me every single day. I have peace and hope that are real, they 
are not mind tricks nor simply the power of positive thinking. Because 
I have faith in Jesus, He has given me these two characteristics in an 
amount that is more than enough to overcome whatever emotions I may 
feel that could take me down.

“Peace I leave with you; My peace I give to you. I do not give to you as 
the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.” 
(John 14:27)

A friend asked me if I was afraid. No, I am not. And I do not even need 
to stop and think about it. I am not afraid of what the future holds. I am 
not afraid of what might happen. Because I know that whatever does 
happen Jesus will do all the heavy lifting that needs to be done. My 
heart, my mind, my body do not need to try to manage any load that any 
situation lays on me.

“Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you 
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy and my burden is light.” (Matthew 11:28-30)
When we walk with Jesus, He promises to take up what we have been 
burdened to carry and give us his load. The difference in weight is 
significant. Here is another choice we must make. Do we think we 
are strong enough to carry the load? If we do, then we sorely mistake 
how strong we think we are. Our emotions, mental state, body would 
collapse under loads like this. But Jesus is ready and willing to take 
everything we will give Him to carry for us.
The basis for all this is faith. Yes, I have faith in Jesus to save me after 
I die. But eternal life begins the moment we come to faith and choose 
to surrender our lives to Jesus. This faith always provides hope for 
whatever situations we find ourselves in.

“Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what 
we do not see.” (Hebrews 11:1)
I am extremely confident that God is at work doing good things in my 
life around me that I cannot see. Just because I cannot sense it, see it, 
feel it, hear it, does not mean it is not happening. God is always and only 
good. What I feel may not be good. But that does not mean God is not 
doing something good that I will realize in time.
Hope means whatever comes my way will not overwhelm me, but I will 
be okay. The worst that can happen is someday my life on earth will end. 
But the next life is even better. In the meantime, whatever I go through, 
restrictive diets, regular infusion treatments, even the possibility of 
dialysis; Jesus will carry the burden and I will still be able to praise God 
and have joy in my heart.
It is real. I do not have to make it up or muster it up from within me. 
Neither do you. Faith in Jesus is the key to unlock all the potential Jesus 
offers so that no matter the situation we can always have peace, rest, joy, 
and hope.
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birds of munds park

By Margaret Dyekman
I thought I’d end this year with a little quiz for all backyard birders. Here are some 
questions that cover 2024’s columns. Have a great winter and do email or text me 
over the next months if you have sightings you would like to share.
1. Which species of bird is not a cavity nester? Western Bluebird, Mountain 

Chickadee, American Robin, or White-breasted Nuthatch
2. What species of finch is not commonly found in northern Arizona? American 

Goldfinch, House Finch, or Lesser Goldfinch
3. Which phoebe is usually found around bodies of fresh water? Black Phoebe or 

Say’s Phoebe
4. What is the U.S. range for the Red-faced Warbler? Entire west from Arizona to 

Idaho, or high elevations in Arizona and New Mexico
5. What is NestWatch? A cartoon TV series of storks delivering human babies, a 

monitoring program for tracking bird reproductive activity, or the name of the 
new 2025 Apple Watch

6. What species of bird has a wingspan of up to 72 inches, eats only fish, and is 
found on every continent of the world except Antarctica? Bald Eagle, Common 
Raven, Belted Kingfisher, or Osprey

7. If you find a bird’s nest in your planter or house wreath, what species of bird 
might it belong to? American Crow, Band-tailed Pigeon, or Dark-eyed Junco.

8. What species of bird was formerly called the Sparrow Hawk? Peregrine Falcon, 
Red-tailed Hawk, American Kestrel, or Loggerhead Shrike

9. How many baby bluebirds fledged from nest boxes at Pinewood Country Club this 
summer? 10, 13, 15, or 18

10. Which nuthatch species does not occur in northern Arizona? Blue Nuthatch, 
White-breasted Nuthatch, or Pygmy Nuthatch

Solutions on page 30.
Contact me at margaretdyekman@cox.net or via text at 602-620-3210. Explore Backyard Birding 
in Northern Arizona at www.backyardbirdingaz.com. Order your book online or directly from me. I 
look forward to your questions, sightings reports, and article suggestions.

American Robin, courtesy of Muriel Neddermeyer

Excavating and Grading • Utility Trenching 
 Fill Dirt and Gravel • Calvert Installation

Call Buzz Today!
(928) 607-5932

Munds Park Resident • References Available • Not a licensed Contractor

BUZZ’S BACKHOE



Make  P i n ewo od  y ou r  home  away  f r om  home !
For Membership Inquiries, contact Membership

Coordinator, Daniella Zamora at (928) 233-8271 or
dzamora@pinewoodcountryclubaz.com




